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fig. 10. Ancient City Plan of Nippur Superimposed on Modern Topographic Map of the Site
(Drawing by John C. Sanders).

In WC-1, the construction of the wall was in
mudbrick, 13 meters wide, on a foundation of baked
bricks. Inside the wall, the trench encountered a
substantial building of Kassite date. In WC-2, the
city wall was much less well preserved, being heav-
ily eroded, and had no baked brick foundation. The
trench, when extended inside the city, entered a 1st
Millennium level of houses. The seemingly contra-
dictory findings in the two trenches were resolved
in the 17th Season (1987). At that time, a new trench
was cut through the city wall in WC-3, at a place
intermediate between the first two trenches. The
section (fig. 11) shows that the earliest city wall in
WC (PB) was built late in the Ur IIT period (proba-
bly by Ibbi-Suen®) over a group of Ur III houses

and a large public building dating to as early as Ur-
Nammu*.

The history of city wall building in the
eastern mounds and probably on the high
part of the West Mound was different than
it was in the low area we call WC (Gibson/
Armstrong/McMahon 1998). In its work
on the northeastern stretch of the city wall
(Fisher 1905), Pennsylvania had established
that there was an Early Dynastic, an Ak-
kadian, and an Ur III wall, surmounted
by a Parthian construction for part of its




