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H o c h g e e h r te s te r H e rr C o lle g a !

S ie b lic k e n  a n  d e m  T a g e h o h e r E h re u n d  s e lte n e n  G lü c k e s , z u  

w e lc h e m  w ir Ih n e n  u n s e re a u fr ic h tig e n  u n d  f re u d ig e n  W ü n s c h e d a r 

b r in g e n , a u f e in  h a lb e s J a h rh u n d e r t e in e r fru c h tb a re n u n d  e rfo lg 

re ic h e n  w is se n s c h a f tl ic h e n  L a u fb a h n z u rü c k , w e lc h e S ie b e re its v o r  

E r la n g u n g d e s p h ilo s o p h is c h e n 1 )o c to rg ra d e s m it Ih re r A u s g a b e d e s  

V a rro rü h m lic h e rö ffn e t h a tte n , u m  fo r ta n a ls e in M e is te r d e r  

H e rm e n e u tik u n d K ritik a u f v e rsc h ie d e n e Z w e ig e d e r c la s s is c h e n  

P h ilo lo g ie h e rv o rra g e n d u n d b e s tim m e n d e in z u w irk e n . In B ä ld e  

h a tte n S ie a n d e r R h e to r ik d e r A lte n e in e n G e g e n s ta n d Ih re r

F o rs c h u n g  e rg r if fe n , w e lc h e n  S ie v o n d e n  g e s c h ic h tl ic h e n  A n fä n g e n  

b is in d ie s p ä te re n G e s ta ltu n g e n b e g le ite te n , u n d d ie rh e to r is c h e

T h e o r ie d e s A ris to te le s w u rd e d a s e rs te  G lie d  e in e r s ta tt l ic h e n  K e tte  

b e d e u ts a m e r u n d  m a s s g e b e n d e r  U n te rsu c h u n g e n  ü b e r d ie  a r is to te lis c h e  

L ite ra tu r . M it fre u d ig e m  S to lz e d ü rfe n w ir u n s rü h m e n , d a ss S ie  

e in e  R e ih e  d ie s e r  A b h a n d lu n g e n  in  u n s e re m  w is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e n  V e re in e

v o r le g te n u n d d u rc h d ie s e lb e n u n s e re n P u b lic a tio n e n b le ib e n d e n

W e rth u n d e h re n d e n S c h m u c k v e r lie h e n . W ir v e re h re n  in  Ih n e n  

d a s ä lte s te  M itg lie d  u n s e re r C la s s e ; S ie m u s s te n  im  L a u fe v o n  z w e i

u n d v ie rz ig  J a h re n  v ie le G e n o s se n  s c h e id e n  s e h e n , w e lc h e , w e n n  s ie  

a m  L e b e n w ä re n , s ä m m tlic li u n d fre u d ig e n H e rz e n s e in s tim m e n
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w ü rd e n in d e in B e k e n n tn is s e , d a s s w ir u n s s te ts in g e h o b e n e m
Cj

G e fü h le je n e r S tu n d e n e r in n e rn , in w e lc h e n S ie u n s d ie re ife n  

E rg e b n is s e Ih re r F o rs c h u n g e n in s o a n re g e n d e r W e is e k u n d g a b e n . 

S ie z ä h le n u n te r u n s d a n k b a rs te S c h ü le r , w e lc h e n o c h d a s G lü c k

*

g e n o ss e n , d u rc h p e r S( E rfa h ru n g s e g e n s re ic h e n A n th e il z u

n e h m e n a n d e m je n ig e n , w a s S ie a u s s e rh a lb d e s K re is e s u n s e re r  

A k a d e m ie a ls  L e h re r d e r  J u g e n d  th e ils  a n  e in e m  h ie s ig e n  G y m n a s iu m , 

th e ils in  U n iv e rs itä t» -V o r le s u n g e n u n d p h ilo lo g is c h e n P fla n z sc h u le n

H ükn . Ih r g a n z e s L e b e n w a r v o n d e m  m ä c h tig e n G ru n d s ä tz e

g e le ite t , n ie m a ls u n d  n irg e n d s p e rsö n lic h e  In te re s s e n  in  d ie  W a g s c h a le  

z u  le g e n u n d  e b e n s o , w ie S ie s ic h e re n  B lic k e s d a s E d le u n d G u te  

e rg re ife n , m it fe s te m  u n w a n d e lb a re n S in n e fü r A lle s e in z u tre te n ,O  *

w a s S ie a ls  R e c h t e rk e n n e n , w a s Ih n e n  a ls  W a h rh e it e rs c h e in t.
sr

S ie , h o c h v e re h r te r H e rr C o lle g a , h e u te u n d fü r u n d  fü r ü b e rz e u g t, 

d a s s w ir z u Ih n e n a ls e in e m  V o rb ild e m a n n h a f te r G e s in n u n g , a ls  

e in e m  M u s te r e in e s G e le h r te n  u n d  L e h re rs d a n k b a re n  u n d  b e w e g te n  

G e m ü th e s e m p o rb lic k e n .

e d a s fro h e u n d e rh e b e n d e B e w u s s ts e in v ie ls e it i g e r u n d

w e itre ic h e n d e r W irk s a m k e it , n o c h e in e la n g e R e ih e v o n  J a h re n  Ih r  

V ie le n th e u e re s L e b e n v e rsc h ö n e rn u n d v e rk lä re n ! M ö g e Ih n e n .

h o c h v e rd ie n te r H e rr J u b ila r , e in  g u te s , e in  

d e n  s e in !

le id lo se s A lte r b e s c h ie -

München, 2 0 . M ä rz 1 8 7 7 .

Die philosophisch-philologische Classe
d e r A k a d e m ie  d e r W is se n s c h a f te n .
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„ H e rm e n e u tik “ u n d  „ K ritik “ k n ü p f te n  s ic h  b e re its in  d e r W ie g e  

u n s e re r G e is te s -C u ltu r a n  je n e s  E rz e u g n is»  h e lle n is c h e r P o e s ie , w e lc h e s  

d ie  G ru n d la g e a lle r m u s is c h e n  B ild u n g  d e r G rie c h e n  w u rd e , u n d  s e it  

d ie G e le h r te n  A le x a n d r ia 's a n d e n h o m e r is c h e n  G e sä n n e n  m it te c h 

n is c h e r G e w a n d th e it d ie g e n a n n te g e T h ä tig k e it ü b te n ,

b lie b  d ie se lb e n ic h t b lo s s e in  K e n n z e ic h e n , s o n d e rn  in  d e r T h a t d a s  

W a h rz e ic h e n  a lle r P h ilo lo g ie  u n d  h ie m it, —  w a s ja  s c h lie s s lic h  d e m  

in n e re n  W e se n  n a c h  d a s G le ic h e  is t— , a lle r g e sc h ic h tl ic h e n  F o rs c h u n g  

ü b e rh a u p t. L itte ra tu rg e s c l  i .ic h te  je d e r  A r t, K u n s tg e s c h ic h te , h is to r is c h e  

R e c h ts w is s e n s c h a f t , G e sc h ic h te d e r W is s e n s c h a f te n , d e r P h ilo s o p h ie , 

d e r  E rz ie h u n g , S itte n -G e  s c h ic h te u n d  p o lit is c h e  G e s c h ic h te g e lte n  u n s

m it R e c h t a ls u n d e n k b a r o h n e e in h e rm e n e u tis c h  e s u n d k r it is c h e s
»

V e r fa h re n . N u r s c h ü c h te rn  u n d  v e re in z e lt ta u c h te  in  d e r  R e n a is s a n c e 

P e r io d e in  I ta lie n  d e r G e d a n k e a u f , d a s s e s w o h l a u c h e in e „ in te r -

p re ta tio  n a tu ra e “ g e b e n  m ü s s e , e in  G e d a n k e , w e lc h e m  b e k a n n tlic h

e tw a s s p ä te r B a c o w e n ig s te n s m it d r in g lic h e r W ä rm e , w e n n a u c h  

n ic h t in  g e lu n g e n e r D u rc h fü h ru n g , d a s W o rt lie h . A b e r d ie s p ä te r  

z u  e in e m  s ta u n e n s w e r th e n  U m fa n g e s ic h e n tw ic k e ln d e N a tu rw is s e n 

s c h a f t u n d d ie h ie ra n s ic h a n s c h lie s se n d e s o g . in d u c tiv e L o g ik  b e 

w a h r te n , a u c h  w e n n m a n  d e n g e n a n n te n  A u s d ru c k  B a c o ’s ö f te r

g e b ra u c h te  — , k e in e s w e g s d a s B e w u s s tse in d e r V e rw a n d ts c h a f t m it
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e in e r u rs p rü n g lic h  p h ilo lo g isc h e n  F u n c tio n , s o n d e rn  s c h r it te n  b e z ü g 

lic h  d e s m e th o d is c h e n  V e rfa h re n s in u n b e ir r te r S e lb s tä n d ig k e it fo r t . 

E s k a m  ja s e lb s t s o w e it , d a s s v o r n ic h t la n g e r Z e it d ie V e r tre te r  

d e r N a tu rfo rsc h u n g h ä u f ig u n d n a c h d ru c k s a in  s ic h  d e s se n  rü h m te n , 

d a s s s ie im  A lle in b e s itz e d e r w is s e n sc h a f tl ic h e n M e th o d e ü b e rh a u p t 

s e ie n . D o c h  g e g e n w ä r tig  s c h e in e n  m a n c h e  A n z e ic h e n  d a fü r  z u  s p re c h e n , 

d a s s d e r le i S e lb s tü b e rh e b u n g  s ic h e r n ic h t m e h r e in  a llg e m e in  g ü ltig e s  

D o g m a d e r N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f t is t .

V ie lle ic h t m a g  e s d e r P h ilo so p h ie , w e lc h e a lle r  W e g e n a c h  u m 

fa s s e n d s te r h ö c h s te r E in h e it z u s tre b e n  b e ru fe n  is t . g e s ta tte t s e in ,o

w e n ig s te n s  v e rsu c h sw e ise  in  b e sc h e id e n e r F o rm  d ie  F ra g e  a u fz u w e rfe n , 

o b n ic h t d e n b e id e n m e th o d is c h e n  V e rfa h ru n g s w e is e n , n e m lic h  d e r

H e rm e n e u tik u n d d e r K ritik , d e re n g ri T e m lin o  lo g ie fü r

s o lc h e n Z w e c k e tw a d u rc h d ie d e u tsc h e n W o rte „ V e rs te h e n u n d/ /

B e u r th e ile n “ e rs e tz t w e rd e n k ö n n te , e in e g ru n d s ä tz lic h s t a llg e m e in  

w irk s a m e F u n c tio n in  d e r W is s e n s c h a f ts le h re ü b e rh a u p t z u g e w ie s e n  

w e rd e n  m ü s se . '

G e se tz t , w ir w ä re n  g e n e ig t, m it d e m  A u s s p ru c h e z u b e g in n e n , 

d a s s a lle  u n d  je d e W is s e n s c h a f t d u rc h  V e rs te h e n u n d B e u rth e ile n  z u  

S ta n d e  k o m m e , s o  w ü rd e n  h ie rd u rc h  w a h r lic h  n ic h t d ie  u n b e s tre itb a r  

s ic h e re n  L e h re n u n d  G e se tz e d e r g e m e in ig lic h s o g e n a n n te n L o g ik  

b e i S e ite g e s c h o b e n , w o h l h in g e g e n d ü rf te u n s d a b e i d ie A b s ic h t 

v o rs c h w e b e n , d e n  D u a lis m u s , w e lc h e r z w is c h e n  „ In d u c tio n “ u n d  ..D e -
f * ft t 9

d u c tio n “ z u  b e s te h e n  s c h e in t u n d  z u w e ile n  a u c h n ic h t o h n e  G e re iz t

h e it b e to n t w ird , in  h ö h e re r E in h e it z u ü b e rw in d e n  u n d  je n e o b e r

f lä c h lic h e E in s e it ig k e it z u v e rm e id e n , v o n  w e lc h e r w ir z . B . M ill ’s  

„ (n d u c tiv e L o g ik “ o d e r C o m te ’s „ P h ilo so p h ie p o s it iv e “ e in m a l n ic h t 

f re is p re c h e n  z u  k ö n n e n  g la u b e n .

D e r ric h tig e S a c h v e rh a lt n e m lic h s c h e in t fo lg e n d e r z u s e in : 

F a lls , w ie ic h  a n  e in e m  a n d e re n  O rte z u  b e g rü n d e n  v e rs u c h te * ) , d ie  

L o g ik  m it d e r L e h re v o m  U rth e ile e rö ffn e t w ird  u n d  d ie  D e f in it io n

* ) „ R e fo n n g e d a n k e n z u r L o g ik “ in d . S itz u n g s b e r ic h te n d . b a y e r . A k a d e m ie , 1 8 7 5  

B d . 1 , S . 1 5 9 ff . u n d 1 9 0 .
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v o n ih re r s o h ä u f ig e n  V e rw e c h s lu n g m it d e m  B e g r if fe b e fre it a ls  

E n d z w e c k d e s S y llo g is m u s d e n le tz te n  llö h e p u n c t d e r D e n k fo rm e n  

e in n im m t, s o w ird u n w e ig e r lic h  d ie „ F o rm “ d e s W is s e n s d a r in  b e 

s te lle n , d a s s a lle s u n s Z u g ä n g lic h e n a c h s e in e m  D e n k w e r th e v o m  

u n m itte lb a re n U rth e ile a u s g e h e n d d u rc h d ie m itte lb a re S tu fe d e s  

B e g r if fe s h in d u rc h z u r s y llo g is tis c h e n V e rk n ü p fu n g b e h u fs d e f in i-  

to r is c h e r U rth e ile , in  w e lc h e n  e in  rü c k v e rm itte ln d e r A b s c h lu s s lie g t, 

d u rc h g e fü h r t w ird . A b e r d ie s e a llu m fa s s e n d e „ F o rm “ b e d a rf e rs t  

n o c h ih re r c o n c re te n V e rw irk lic h u n g . G e ra d e ja je n e r fo rm e lle  

H ö h e p u n c t, a u f w e lc h e m  d a s d e f in ito r is c h e U rth e il s ic h b e f in d e t, is t  

m it d e m  s c h e in b a r v e rz w e if lu n g s v o lle n U m s ta n d e b e h a f te t , d a s s , u m  

irg e n d  e in e n  B e g r if f z u  d e f in ire n , v o rh e r a n d e re b e n a c h b a r te o d e r  

a u c h g e g e n ü b e rs te h e n d e B e g r if fe d e f in ito r is c h  fe s tg e s te ll t s e in  s o lle n  

u n d  z u g le ic h  w ie d e r le tz te re s  n ic h t o h n e  e rs te re s  m ö g lic h  is t , d . h . d a s s  

je d e  D e f in it io n  d a s E rg e b n is s e in e s u m fa s se n d e re n  s y s te m a tis c h e n  B e 

w u s s ts e in s is t u n d  z u g le ic h u m g e k e h r t s y s te m a tis c h e A u ffa s s u n g  a u f  

e in e r V e rf le c h tu n g d e r b e tre f fe n d e n  d e f in ito r is c h e n  U rth e ile b e ru h t. 

W e it e n tfe rn t a b e r d a v o n , u n s d u rc h  d ie s e E rw ä g u n g  in  s k e p tis c h e  

e rk e n n e n w ir h ie r in le d ig lic h  d ie

k a u m  b e s tre itb a re S a c h la g e , d a s s e s d e m  M e n s c h e n n ic h t g e g e b e n  

is t , „ s im p lic i m e n tis in tu itu “ d a s G e sa m m t-G e w e b e d e s S e ie n d e n  m it 

a ll s e in e n  L in e a m e n te n  z u e r la s s e n , s o n d e rn d a s s d ie W is se n s c h a f ts 

le h re  (L o g ik ) b is in  ih re n  fo rm e lle n  H ö h e p u n c t h in e in  m it d e r V ie l-  

h e it l ic h k e it d e r W a h rn e h m u n g  u n d  d e r E rsc h e in u n g  v e rf lo c h te n  is t;  

a b e r w ir e n tn e h m e n u n s h ie ra u s a u c h d ie w e ite re  E rw ä g u n g , d a s s  

d ie W is s e n s c h a f ts le h re e rs t d a n n  ih re n  w a h re n  v o lle n d e te n  A b s c h lu s s  

f in d e n  k a n n , w e n n  s ie a u c h  d ie se s s ie u n w e ig e r lic h  b e g le ite n d e M o 

m e n t d e r V ie lh e itl ic h k e it w is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e rfa s s t u n d e n tw ic k e lt ,  

d . h . w e n n  s ie n a c h w e is t , w ie d ie „ F o rm “ d e s W is se n s in  d e m  Z u 

s ta n d e k o m m e n  d e r W is se n s c h a f t ih re c o n c re t e rs c h e in e n d e V e rw irk -  

S o m it m u s s d ie W is s e n s c h a f te le h re in ih re m  le tz te n

A b s c h lü s se „ p h ä n o m e n o lo g is c h “ a u f tre te n  a ls „ M e th o d e n le h re “ , d e re n  

G e g e n s ta n d  e b e n  im  V e rs te h e n  u n d  B e u r th e ile n  lie g t

V e rz w e if lu n g tre ib e n z u la s s e n ,

l ic h u n g  f in d e t

1 *
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D u rc h  d ie fo rm a le S e ite d e r L o g ik (L e h re v o m  U rth e ile , v o m  

B e g r if fe , v o m  S c h lü s s e u n d v o n d e r D e f in it io n ) g e w in n e n w ir n u r  

e in e L o g ik d e r W id e rs p ru c h lo s ig k e it , n o c h n ic h t a b e r e in e L o g ik  

d e r m a te r ie lle n  W a h rh e it ; z u r le tz te re n v o lle n d e t s ic h d ie L o g ik  

e rs t d u rc h d ie w is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e B e w ä ltig u n g ih re r p h ä n o m e n o 

lo g isc h e n  S e ite , d . h . d e s V e rs te h e n s u n d  B e u r th e ile n s . U n d d a w ir , 

w ie s ic h v o n  s e lb s t v e rs te h t, k e in e m a te r ie lle W a h rh e it a u ss e rh a lb  

u n s e re s D e n k e n s b e s itz e n , s o w ird  d ie W is s e n s c h a f ts le h re n u r d u rc h  

ih re n  p h ä n o m e n o lo g is c h e n  A b s c h lu s s d a s je n ig e s e in  k ö n n e n , w a s s ie  

s e in s o ll , n e m lic h : E n tw ic k lu n g d e r W a h rh e it d e s m e n s c h lic h e n  

D e n k e n s s e lb s t . M a n s a g t d o c h  g e rn e u n d  h ä u f ig , d a s s D e f in it io n e n  

a ls G ru n d la g e n o d e r P rä m is s e n  w is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e r D a r le g u n g g e lte n  

k ö n n e n , w e n n s ie w irk lic h  s a c h g e m ä s s , d . h . w a h r , s in d ; a b e r m it 

d ie s e r F o rd e ru n g d e r S a c h g e m ä s s h e it is t e b e n d e r g a n z e W e g d e s  

V e rs te h e n s u n d  B e u r th e ile n s a n tic ip ir t , d e n n  d ie fo rm a le L e h re v o n  

d e r D e fin it io n  k a n n  w a h r lic h  n ic h t w is s e n , w a s ü b e ra ll s a c h g e m ä s s  

s e i . M a n w ird z . B . z w e ife llo s d ie D e f in it io n „ D ra c h e is t e in e g e 

f lü g e lte fe u e rs c h n a u b e n d e S c h la n g e “ a ls e in e s a c h g e m ä s s e u n d r ic h 

tig e b e z e ic h n e n , o b w o h l m a n w e is s , d a ss e s in d e r N a tu r k e in e  

s o lc h e S c h la n g e n -S p e c ie s g ib t, o d e r w e n n „ im a g in ä re G rö ss e “ a ls  

„ g e ra d e W u rz e l a u s e in e r n e g a tiv e n  Z a h l“ d e f in ir t w ird , s o b le ib t  

d ie D e fin it io n  e in e ric h tig e , w e n n a u c h ü b e r d ie Z u lä s s ig k e it d e s

d e f in ir te n  B e g r if fe s g e s tr i t te n  w e rd e n  k a n n ; a u c h g ib t e s s ic h e r e in e  

D e f in it io n d e s re g u lä re n S ie b e n e c k e s o d e r d e s re g u lä re n E lle c k e s  

a b g e s e h e n  v o n  d e r te c h n isc h e n  C o n s t  r  u ir  b a rk e it , h in g e g e n  e in e D e 

f in it io n  d e s re g u lä re n  H e p ta e d e rs o d e r d e s re g u lä re n  H e n d e k a e d e rs  

a u fz u s te lle n , is t U n s in n ; d ie A n tw o r t a u f d ie F ra g e , w a ru m  d ie s s  

U n s in n  s e i, < lie g t n u r in  je n e m  V e rs te h e n  u n d  B e u rth e ile n , w e lc h e s  

d e s M a th e m a tik e rs S a c h e is t . K u rz , je d e D e f in it io n is t d a s E rg e b 

n is e in e r lä n g e re n s a c h lic h e n  E rw ä g u n g , w e lc h e d u rc h V e rs te h e n  

u n d  B e u rth e ile n  v o llz o g e n  w ird . D a ru m  w ird  e in e a u f d ie s e b e id e n  

F u n c tio n e n  b e z ü g lic h e M e th o d e r  le h re g e fo rd e r t s e in , w e lc h e g le ic h 

m ä ss ig fü r a lle W is s e n s c h a f t ü b e rh a u p t g e lte n m u s s . D ie b e id e n
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T h ä tig k e ite n  w e rd e n  ja  a u c h  in  d e n  N a tu rw is se n sc h a f te n  d u rc h  d a s  

m a th e m a tis c h e M o tiv  d e s e in fa c h e n Z ä h le n s u n d  M e s se n s o d e r d e r  

c o m p lic ir te re n  h ö h e re n  A n a ly s is b e ile ib e n ic h t e rs e tz t o d e r e n tb e h r

lic h  g e m a c h t, s o n d e rn n u r u n te rs tü tz t , u n d a u c h  d ie p h ilo lo g is c h 

h is to r is c h e n  W is s e n s c h a f te n  k ö n n e n  d e r le i U n te rs tü tz u n g , s o w e it s ic h  

s o lc h e ü b e rh a u p t ih n e n  d a rb ie te t , n ic h t v e rs c h m ä h e n .

V e rs u c h e n  w ir h ie m it. d e n  p h ä n o m e n o lo g is c h e n  T h e il d e r  W is se n 

s c h a f ts le h re in  e in e r E n tw ic k lu n g d a rz u le g e n , w e lc h e v o n d e r V e r

s c h ie d e n h e it d e s In h a lte s d e r e in z e ln e n  W is s e n s c h a f te n a b s ie h t, s o  

d a r f w o h l a u c h  n o c h d e r H in w e is a u f d ie  T h a tsa c h e v o ra u s g e sc h ic k t  

w e rd e n , d a s s g e w is se  V o rz ü g e  d e s  G e is te s (—  d ia n o e tis c h e  V o r tre f f lic h 

k e ite n  n a n n te s ie A ris to te le s— ) b e i a lle m  B e tr ie b e d e r  W is se n s c h a f t  

ü b e rh a u p t in  g le ic h  h o h e m  G ra d e w ü n s c h  e n s w e r th  s in d . G e sp a n n te  

A u fm e rk s a m k e it , s c h a rfe B e o b a c h tu n g , S c h n e llig k e it d e r A u ffa s s u n g , 

U n b e s te c h lic h k e it d e s B lic k e s . G e w a n d th e it in  S a m m lu n g a lle r e in -J o

s c h lä g ig e n  E in z e ln h e ite n , F e in h e it d e r U is tin c tio n , S p ü rk ra f t fü r d a s  

A llg e m e in e , T ie fe d e s E in d r in g e n s in d ie G rü n d e u n d U rs a c h e n , 

u m fa s se n d e W e ite d e s G e s ic h ts k re is e s , fe s te V e r  L ä s s ig k e it d e s G e 

d ä c h tn is se s . a u s d a u e rn d e  Z ä h ig k e it in  V e rfo lg u n g  z w e ife lh a f te r  P u n c te , 

l ic h tv o lle K la rh e it in  E rfa s s u n g u n d D u rc h fü h ru n g d e s Z u s a m m e n 

h a n g e s . —  (lie s s  A lle s u n d  n o c h  m a n c h e s  A n d e re s in d  E ig e n sc h a f te n , 

w e ic h e b e i B e th ä tig im g d e s V e rs te h e n s u n d d e s B e u r th e ile n s d e n  

p h ilo lo g is c h -h is to r is c h e n F o rs c h e r e b e n so w ie d e n V e rtre te r d e r  

N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f t z ie re n u n d w e d e r d e m  M a th e m a tik e r n o c h d e m  

P h ilo s o p h e n e n tb e h r lic h  s in d . ■

H a n d e lt e s s ic h  u n s d e m n a c h  u m  e in e  w is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e  A n a ly s e  

d e r c o n c re t e rs c h e in e n d e n  V e rw irk lic h u n g d e r W is se n sc h a f t , n ic h t 

a b e r e tw a u m  p ra k tis c h p ä d a g o g is c h e K e g e ln n o c h a u c h  u m  e in e  

s o g e n a n n te a n g e w a n d te L o g ik , s o s e i h ie m it d e r G ru n d p la n  u n s e re r  

E rö r te ru n g  in  fo lg e n d e n  k u rz e n  W o rte n  a u s g e s p ro c h e n :

A lle W is s e n s c h a f t k ö m m t z u  S ta n d e 1 ) d u rc h  d ie U n m itte lb a r*  

k e it d e s V e rs te h e n s , 2 ) d u rc h d ie m itte lb a re S tu fe d e s B e u r th e ile n s ,

p

fe

■K
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3 ) d u rc h  d ie rü c k  v e rm itte lte  d u rc h d r in g e n d s te  V e re in ig u n g  d e s V e r

s te h e n s u n d  d e s B e u r th e ile n s .

D a s V e rs te h e n is t e in u n m itte lb a re s d e n k e n d e s E rfa s se n ,■

w e lc h e s m it e in e m  g e w is s e n  in s tin c tiv e n  G e fü h le d e r R ic h tig k e it b e 

g le ite t is t , g le ic h v ie l o b le tz te re s w irk lic h  e in  b e re c h tig te s is t o d e r  

n ic h t; d e n n d ie E in s ic h t, d a s s fa ls c h v e rs ta n d e n  w o rd e n  w a r , tr i t t  

je d e n fa lls e rs t in  z w e ite r L in ie  e in , n a c h d e m  d a s s ic h s p ä te r a ls  

fa ls c h e rw e is e n d e  V e rs tä n d n is s u rs p rü n g lic h  a ls e in  r ic h tig e s  g e g o lte n  

h a tte . D a ru m  g re if t a lle rd in g s d ie B e d e u tu n g d e s W o rte s „ V e r -. . . . . .*

s te h e n “ a u c h v e rw a n d tsc h a f tl ic h h in ü b e r z u  „ B e g re ife n , e rk lä r lic h

z

f in d e n “ , s o w ie ja  a u c h In te rp re ta tio n  e in e e r lä u te rn d e E r le ic h te ru n g  

d e s V e rs te h e n s is t u n d a ls H e rm e n e u tik  d ie T e c h n ik  d e s V e rs te h e n s  

u n d  z u g le ic h  d e s E rk lä re n s  b e z e ic h n e t w ird . A b e r d a s E n ts c h e id e n d e  

b e im  V e rs te h e n b le ib t e b e n d o c h  d a s u n m itte lb a re E rfa s s e n , d e n n  

d a s je n ig e , w a s z u m  E rk lä re n o d e r B e g re if l ic h in a c h e n d ie n t, m u s s  

je d e n fa lls e rs t s e lb s t n o c h v e rs ta n d e n w e rd e n , u m  z u  je n e m  V e r

s te h e n  z u fü h re n , w e lc h e s s y n o n y m  is t m it B e g re ife n . U n d a u s s e r 

d e m  lie g e n d a s B e g re ife n u n d d a s E rk lä re n a n s ic h b e re its a u f  

e in e r w e it h ö h e re n  S tu fe o d e r b e z ie h e n s ic h a u f a n d e rw e itig e M o 

m e n te ; ic h k a n n  z . B . e in e A e u s se ru n g  e in e s N e b e n m e n s c h e n  s o fo r t  

a ls e in e b e le id ig e n d e v e rs te h e n u n d d a b e i d o c h e s g e ra d e z u u n 

b e g re if l ic h  u n d u n e rk lä r lic h fin d e n , d a s s d e rs e lb e m ic h b e le id ig e n  

w o llte ; o d e r m a n  k a n n  d ie F u n c tio n  d e s JV iqelxvortzuv s e h r w o h l 

v e rs te h e n , o h n e z u  b e g re ife n , w a ru m  g e ra d e d a s A r s o lc h e m  Z w e c k e  

d ie n t, u n d  e b e n s o  k a n n  m a n e in e  U n re g e lm ä ss ig k e it a n  e in e r P f la n z e  

v ö llig  r ic h tig  a ls e in e M is sb ild u n g  v e rs te h e n , o h n e s ic h  d ie se lb e e r 

k lä re n z u k ö n n e n . E in e n o c h w e ite r s e ita b lie g e n d e B e d e u tu n g  

d e s „ V e rs te h e n s “ is t je n e , in w e lc h e r e s s y n o n y m  m it g e is tig e r  

T ü c h tig k e it ü b e rh a u p t o d e r m it G e w a n d th e it , ja s e lb s t m it P f if f ig -
4

k e it g e b ra u c h t w ird .

V e rb le ib e n w ir h ie m it b e i .d e r a n g e g e b e n e n e ig e n tlic h e n B e 

d e u tu n g d e s V e rs te h e n s , s o d ü rf te  s ic h k a u m  e in  W id e rs p ru c h  e r 

h e b e n , w e n n  w ir s a g e n , d a s s im  V e rs te h e n  a u f v ö llig  g le ic h e W e ise

1

1

*
f
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s o w o h l s o g . a p o s te r io r is c h e A n s c h a u u n g e n a ls a u c h s o g . a p r io r is c h e  

B e g r if fe u n m itte lb a r e rfa s s t w e rd e n , d . h . d a u n s d a s D e n k e n a ls  

u n tre n n b a r w e se n s e in h e it l ic h  m it d e r S p ra c h e v e rb u n d e n  g ilt , s o  e r 

s tre c k t s ic h d a s V e rs te h e n s c h le c h te rd in g s g le ic h  m ä ss ig a u f je d e s  

a u s g e s p ro c h e n e D e n k e n , s e i e s d a s s d u rc h d a s s e lb e e in e s in n lic h e  

E m p fin d u n g o d e r e in  A c t d e r id e a le n  B e g a b u n g d e s M e n sc h e n  d ie  

e n tsp re c h e n d e  D e n k -K u n d g e b u n g  f in d e t. D ie  g e d a n k e n h a ltig e  S p ra c h 

b e z e ic h n u n g  d e r  D in g e u n d  u n s e re r p s y c h is c h e n  V o rg ä n g e is t G e g e n 

s ta n d d e s V e rs te h e n s , w e lc h e s in in n ig s te r w e se n tlic h e r W e c h se l

b e z ie h u n g  m it d e m  S p re c h e n  s ic h  b e w e g t (—  d e r M e n s c h , a u c h d a s  

K in d , s p r ic h t s o v ie l , a ls e r z u v e rs te h e n  m e in t, u n d  u m g e k e h r t  — ) 

u n d  fo lg lic h a u c h im  V e rk e h re d e r M e n s c h e n a n d ie v e rs c h ie d e n 

a r tig e  G e s ta ltu n g  d e r e in z e ln e n  S p ra c h e n  g e b u n d e n  is t , w ie  z . B . O v i-  

d iu s  v o n  T o m i a u s m it R e c h t d e n  b e k a n n te n  V e rs a n  s e in e rö m is c h e n  

F re u n d e s c h r ie b : „ B a rb a ra s h ic e g o s u m , q u ia n o n in te llig o r u lli“ . 

S o w o h l d ie g e g e n s tä n d lic h e n  D in g e d e r im s u m g e b e n d e n  W e lt a ls  

a u c h  S ä m m tlic h e s , w a s a u s d e r s u b je c tiv e n  W e rk s tä tte  d e s  M e n s c h e n 

g e s c h le c h te s s ic li e n tfa lte te , v e rs te h e n  w ir a u s sc h lie s s lic h  n u r m itte ls t
c? 7

d e s g e d a n k e n  h a lt ig e n S p ra c h a u s d ru c k e s . D ie A u ffa s su n g s w e is e d e s  

M e n s c h e n , w e lc h e a ls h o c h g ra d ig e S te ig e ru n g  e in e r n ie d e re m  S tu fe , 

d ie  d e n  T h ie re n  e ig e n  is t , v o llb e re c h tig t a ls  e in e  d e n k e n d e  b e z e ic h n e t 

w ird , b e s itz t a n  d e r  W a h rn e h m u n g  s in n e n fä ll ig e r  D in g e u n d  a n  d e m  

V e rn e h m e n s p ra c h lic h e r K u n d g e b u n g b e re its u n m itte lb a r e in e n  g e 

d a n k e n h a f te n  G e h a lt , w e lc h e r e b e n s o u n m itte lb a r v e rs ta n d e n  w ird . 

S o g ib t e s fü r d e n  M e n sc h e n  k e in e  s o g . b lo s s e  T h a ts a c h e , d . h . ü b e r 

h a u p t k e in e u n v e rs ta n d e n e T h a tsa c h e , s o n d e rn a lle s T h a ts ä c h -
■

l ie h e , w e lc h e s u n s z u g ä n g lic h  is t , lie g t a ls e in  irg e n d w ie  (—  r ic h tig  

o d e r u n r ic h tig , tre ffe n d  o d e r s c h ie f , a lls e it ig  o d e r e in se it ig  u . s . f . — ) 

v e rs ta n d e n e s v o r . U n d e s is t e in  u n w is s e n s c h a f tlic h e s G e re d e , w e n n  

z u w e ile n  d ie s ic h s o n e n n e n d e n  E m p ir ik e r d e n  R u f e r tö n e n  la s s e n , 

m a n  s o lle s ic li le d ig lic h  a n  d ie re in e n  T h a ts a c h e n  h a lte n , u n d  m a n  

w e rd e n u r h ie d u rc h  s ic h  ü b e r d e n  P a r te is tre it d e r  T h e o r ie n  e rh e b e n . 

In  d e r E rfa s s u n g e in e r je d e n  T h a ts a c h e lie g t ja b e re its e in  D e n k -
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Act und liiemit ein Keim einer Allgemeinheit, welcher allerdings

sowohl fruchtlos liegen gelassen als auch zum Ausbaue einer Wissen

schaft ausgenützt werden kann. Eben darum bewegt sich auch das

ausser liehe Sammeln und Anhäufen der Thatsachen noch auf einer

relativ niederen Stufe, so lange in denselben der glimmende Funken

des Verstehens nicht zur Leuchte der Allgemeinheit wirklich an

gefacht ist. Auch Naturvölker bemerken nicht < 3 einen gewissen *

Grad des Verstehens im Laufe der Tage, dass die Sonne bald süd

lieber bald nördlicher auf- und untergeht, woraus sie sich etwa nur

ein Motiv des Wechsels der Jahreszeiten entnehmen, und sehr weit

ist von hier aus der Weg bis zur wissenschaftlichen Einsicht in unser

Sonnensystem, aber letztere wäre immer unmöglich geh heben ohnef .

jenes erste primitive Verständnis». Ebenso versteht z. B. ein Knabe 

in seiner Weise den Text der Schrift Cäsar’» über den gallischen

Krieg, aber das auf dieser Basis sich aufbauende literarische oder

noch mehr das politische Verständniss der Persönlichkeit Cäsar’s ist

Sache einer weit höheren wissenschaftlichen Stufe.

Bas Verstehen selbst durchläuft eine Entwicklungsreihe dreier

wesentlich untersc leid barer Stadien. In unmittelbar niederster Stufe

ist es ein unbestimmt allgemeiner Objects-Sinn für Dinge und Worte,

welcher allerdings auch der Thierwelt in thierischer Weise zukommt
o

(— auch Tliiere geben unter sich Signale über Dinge und psychische

V o rg ä n g e , u n d  je n e  T liie re , w e lc h e d e r M e n s c h z u  s e in e m  G e b ra u c h e

in seinen Lebenskreis beigezogen bat, verstehen menschliches Thun

u n d m e n s c h lic h e W o rte a ls S ig n a le fü r ih r T h u n ), aber beim

M e n s c h e n in  F o lg e s e in e s Z e it-S in n e s o d e r C o n tin u itä ts -S in n e s , k u rz

in  F o lg e d e s id e a le n  F a c to rs * ) , b e re its E rg e b n is »  e in e r E n tw ic k lu n g

d e s M e n s c h e n -W e se n s im  h e ra n re ife n d e n  K in d e is t u n d v o n  d a a u s

fo r ta n  d ie s te ts ju n g e u n d  b e s tä n d ig  s ic h  v e r jü n g e n d e , n ie  a b e r v e r 

s ie g e n d e Q u e lle a lle r D e n k -A u ffa s s u n g b is in  d ie H ö h e d e r W is s e n

s c lia f t h in e in  v e rb le ib t . S o lc h u n m itte lb a re s V e rs te h e n  is t e s , w e n n

* ) E in e n ä h e re  B e g rü n d u n g  d ie s e s Z e it-S in n e s o d e r C o n tin u itii ts -S in n e s s . a . a . 0 . S . 1 7 2  ff .

*

*
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w ir a ls K in d e r a llm ä lig  d ie  G e g e n s tä n d e u n s e re r U m g e b u n g  in  ih re r  

W o rtb e z e ic h n u n g  u n d  d ie  B e fe h le u n d  L e h re n  u n s e re r E lte rn  k e n n e n

le rn e n , d e s g le ic h e n  w e n n  w ir a ls L a te in s c h ü le r v e rn e h m e n , d a s s lu n a  

d e r M o n d h e is s t , o d e r a ls p f la n z e n s a m m e ln d e K n a b e n  e rfa h re n , w a s  

T ro ll iu s e u ro p a e u s s e i, u n d a u f g le ic h e m  B o d e n b e w e g e n  w ir u n s , 

o h n e u n s d e s s e n  b e w u s s t z u  s e in , a u c h a ls E rw a c h s e n e Z e it u n s e re s  

L e b e n s in a ll u n s e re r R e d e u n d  b e i je d e r Z e ile , w e lc h e w ir le se n .

E s e n th ä lt a b e r d ie s e s u n m itte lb a re V e rs te h e n e in e w e se n s 

e in h e it l ic h e V e re in ig u n g z w e ie r M o m e n te . N e m lic h  e in e rs e its is t e s  

d ie S u b je c tiv itä t d e r A u ffa s s u n g , w e lc h e r d ie D in g e u n d d ie W o rte  

in  d e r S e e le d e r E in z e ln  -  In d iv id u e n p re is g e g e b e n  s in d , k u rz e s is t  

d a s M o tiv d e s S ta n d p u n c te s d e s P ro ta g o ra s , d e s s e n B e re c h tig u n g  

m a n  n ic h t v e rn e in e n  k a n n , w ä h re n d  m a n s ic h d ie E in s e it ig k e it d e s 

s e lb e n  n ic h t v e rh e h le n  d a rf . M it d e n  s o g . re in e n  T h a ts a c h e n  is t e s  

w irk lic h  N ic h ts , d e n n  je d e r M e n s c h s ie h t s ic h d ie  D in g e n a c h s e in e r  

W e is e a n ; z . B . a u c h d ie T h a tsa c h e n , w e lc h e u n s d a s M ik ro s k o p  

z e ig t, w o lle n  e b e n d o c h  v o n  d e n k e n d e n  M e n sc h e n  g e s e h e n  s e in , u n d  

b e k a n n tlic h  m u s s J e d e r d a s M ik ro s k o p ire n  s e lb s t e rs t le rn e n ; o d e r  

z . B . d a s a u fg e fu n d e n e F ra g m e n t e in e r K e il- In s c h r if t k ö n n te m a n  

a lle rd in g s e in e s o g . re in e T h a rs a c h e n e n n e n , a b e r in  W a h rh e it w ird  

d a s s e lb e e rs t d a d u rc h  e in e T h a tsa c h e fü r d ie d e n k e n d e M e n sc h h e it ,  

d a s s e s a u fg e fa s s t , d . h . d a s s e s s o o d e r s o v e rs ta n d e n  w ird . D a s  

u n m itte lb a re  s u b je c tiv e  V e rs te h e n  k a n n  .s o w o h l e in  r ic h tig e s a ls  a u c h  

e in  s c h ie fe s o d e r v e rk e h r te s s e in . E s g ib t L e u te , w e lc h e b e i je d e r  

s ta rk e n  W in d s trö m u n g s o fo r t v o n  e in e m  S tu rm e s p re c h e n  o d e r je d e n  

h e is se n  S o m m e rta g  a ls s c h w ü l b e z e ic h n e n , o d e r z . B . V ie le m e in e n , 

d a s s d a s fra n z ö s is c h e W o rt „ a u c u n “ w irk lic h  „ k e in “ b e d e u te ; a u c h  

f in d e n  s ic h  m a n c h e S tu d ire n d e d e r P h ilo lo g ie , w e lc h e b e im  U e b e r-  

s e tz e n g r ie c h isc h e r S c h r if tw e rk e m it u n g la u b lic h e r L e ic h tfü s s ig k e it  

d ie P a r tik e ln , z . B . e in  J/Jj io v  o d e r d e rg l., b e h a n d e ln , o d e r  H u n d e r te  

v o n  p a c h y d e rm e n  M e n sc h e n  v e rm ö g e n  e s s c h le c h te rd in g s n ic h t, e in e n  

le is e ta d e ln d e n  W in k  d e r M itm e n s c h e n z u v e rs te h e n . G e w is s m u s s  

je d e r E in z e ln e d ie  A r t u n d  d e n  G ra d  s e in e s u n m itte lb a re n  V e rs te h e n s

2
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a u f s e in e e ig e n e R e c h n u n g ü b e rn e h m e n , a b e r d e n n o c h is t d a s se lb e  

n ic h t d e m  b lo s s e n In d iv id u a lism u s p re is g e g e b e n , d e n n d a s z w e ite  

M o m e n t, d ie K e h rs e ite d e s V e rs te h e n s lie g t in d e r A llg e m e in h e it ,  

u n d d a s K rite r iu m  d e s ric h tig e n V e rs te h e n s is t s a c h g e m ä ss e A ll-o  o

g e rn  e in  g u lt ig k e it . S o w ie d e r M e n s c h a n  s e in e r m e n s c h lic h e n  S in n e s 

w a h rn e h m u n g  in F o lg e s e in e s C o n tin u itä ts  -  S in n e s b e re its im  K e im e  

e in  A llg e m e in e s b e s itz t , s o trä g t d a s V e rs te h e n  u m n itte lb a r e in e  A ll

g e m e in h e it in  s ic h , w e lc h e a lle rd in g s in n e rh a lb  d e r E in z e ln -A u ffa s -  

s u n g  v a r iire n  u n d  s c h w a n k e n  k a n n ; a b e r d a s je n ig e , w a s in d ie s e r  

W a n d e lb a rk e it d a s B le ib e n d e is t , v e r le ih t d e in  V e rs tä n d n is se fü r d e n  

g e m e in sa m e n  C o n tin u itä ts - u n d  E in h e its - Im p u ls e in e a llg e m e in e Z u 

s tim m u n g . V ö llig  u n m itte lb a r w ird  in  d e m  e rs te n  S ta d iu m  d e s V e r

s te h e n s a u c h d ie s e s M o m e n t d e s A llg e m e in e n e rg r if fe n , u n d o h n e  

e in e s o lc h e a u s d e r B e g a b u n g  d e s M e n s c h e n u rs p rü n g lic h h e rv o r 

q u e lle n d e U n m itte lb a rk e it d e r A llg e m e in h e it w ä re je d e r S c h r it t z u r  

S o b a ld in d e r

S p ra c h -W e rk s tä tte  irg e n d  e in  W o rt z u r  ( G e s ta ltu n g  g e la n g t is t , s c h lie s s t  

d e r G e d a n k e n -G e h a lt d e s se lb e n , d . h . d ie s o g . B e d e u tu n g , tro tz a lle r  

M ö g lic h k e it e in e s S c h w a n k e n s u n d  S c h ille m s im m e r e in e u n m itte l-

u n d u n m ö g lic h e r .W is se n sc h a f t e in v e rg e b lic h e r

b a re A llg e m e in g ü ltig k e it fü r a lle M e n s c h e n , w e lc h e in  d e r b e tre f 

fe n d e n S p ra c h e re d e n , in s ic h e in , u n d w e n ig s te n s je d e r h o c h 

g ra d ig e V e rs to s s d a g e g e n fin d e t s o fo r t s e in e Z u rü c k w e is u n g , d e r  

W isse n s tr ie b a b e r b a u t- u n a b lä s s ig in a lle r S til le fo r t a u f G ru n d  

e in e r fe s ts te h e n d e n W o rtb e d e u tu n g u n d e in e s g le ic h n lä s s ig e n V e r

s te h e n s d e rs e lb e n . U n d d a s G le ic h e g ilt a u c h  v o n  a llg e m e in e n  A u f

fa s s u n g e n , w e lc h e u n m itte lb a r b e i d e n k e n d e r B e tra c h tu n g s ic h  e r 

g e b e n . W e r z . B . d ie A x io m e , w e lc h e E u k lid e s a n tlie S p itz e d e r  

G e o m e tr ie  s te ll t , n ic h t m n n itte lb a r , d . h . o h n e v e rm itte ln d e n  B e w e is , 

z u  e rfa s se n v e rm a g , m u s s v o n je d e r w e ite re n E n tw ic k lu n g d ie s e r  

I  ) is c ip lin  fe rn e b le ib e n , o d e r w e r n ic h t m it u n m itte lb a re m  B lic k e  d e s  

D e n k e n s d ie  R ic h tig k e it d e r v ie r e rs te n  M o d i d e r e rs te n  k a te g o r is c h e n  

S c h lu s s f ig u r (B a rb a ra , C e la re n t, D a r ii , F e r io , w e lc h e  ja  a u c h m it 

R e c h t c fy a n o J iiz ro t a t/Z Z o /n n to i g e n a n n t w u rd e n ) v e rs te h t, w ird  in
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s e in e m  lo g is c h e n  S tu m p fs in n e  ü b e rh a u p t v e rh a rre n  m ü s s e n . S o  s p r ic h t 

in a n  a lle r W e g e v o n  s e lb s tv e rs tä n d lic h e n  S ä tz e n ; a b e r a lle rd in g s is t  

d a s V e rm ö g e n s o lc h e r u n m itte lb a re n  A u ffa s s u n g d e r A llg e m e in h e it  

w ie d e r in v e rsc h ie d e n e r G ra d a b s tu fu n g u n te r d ie In d iv id u e n v e r

th e il t d e n n w e r v o n u n s w ä re n ic h t z . B . b e i E r th e ilu n g e in e s

■

U n te rr ic h te s o h n m ä c h tig z u rü c k g e p ra ll t a n d e m  U n v e rm ö g e n d e s  

e in e n  o d e r a n d e re n  S c h ü le rs , s e lb s tv e rs tä n d lic h e D in g e z u v e rs te h e n , 

o d e r w ie g ilt n ic h t in  S itte u n d  V e rk e h r d e m  G e b ild e te n u n d  G e 

s it te te n  s o V ie le s a ls s e lb s tv e rs tä n d lic h , w o fü r e r b e i A n d e re n  n u r  

a u f U n v e rs tä n d n is s s to s s t . S o is t d a s b le ib e n d  A llg e m e in e in d e r  

e rs te n S tu fe d e s V e rs te h e n s w e s e n s e in h e it l ic h m it d e r V a r ia b il i tä t  

s in g u lä re r A u ffa s s u n g  v e rf lo c h te n u n d d a ru m  n u r e in v o r lä u f ig e s  

u n b e s tim m te s A llg e m e in e s , u n d  w ä h re n d  z w e ife llo s e in  A c t d e s V e r

s te h e n s v o r lie g t  , is t e s im m e rh in  n o c h e in  b e fa n g e n e s V e rs tä n d n is s . 

E in e F o lg e h ie v o n  is t e s a u c h , d a s s d ie s e u n te rs te P h a s e d e s V e r

s te h e n s in  ih re r B e sc h rä n k th e it le ic h t je d e r T ä u s c h u n g u n d  trü g e r 

is c h e n  B e rü c k u n g  p re is g e g e b e n  is t .

A b e r a u s d ie s e r U n b e s tim m th e it e rh e b t s ic h d a s V e rs te h e n z u  

e in e r z w e ite n  h ö h e re n  S tu fe , in s o fe rn e e s a u f d ie  M a n ig fa lt ig k e it d e r  

b e s o n d e re n  B e s tim m th e it e in g e h t u n d  d ie s p e c ia l  is ir te  B e d e u tu n g  d e r  

W o lle e b e n s o s e h r w ie d a s s p e c ia lis ir te  A u f tre te n  d e r O b je c te z u  e r 

fa s se n v e rsu c h t. W ir k ö n n e n  d ie s e S tu fe d a s „ V e rs tä n d n is s d e s In 

d iv id u e lle n “ n e n n e n . In g e w is s e m  S in n e ja  is t e s r ic h tig , d a s s , w ie  

s c h o n  lä n g s t d ie  N o m in a lis te n  d e s  M itte la lte rs s a g te n , ü b e rh a u p t n u r  

In d iv id u e lle s e x is tir t , d a d a s a b s tra c t A llg e m e in e n ic h t d a s c o n c re t 

E x is tire n d e s e lb s t is t , n o c h a u c h u m g e k e h r t; a b e r a u c h in  e in e m  

a n d e re n  S in n e , b e i w e lc h e m  w ir n ic h t d ie S in g u la r itä t d e r E in z e ln 

In d iv id u e n  m e in e n , w e rd e n  w ir s a g e n  d ü rfe n , d a s s je d e  W o rtb ild u n g  

u n d je d e C o n c e p tio n ' s i t t l ic h e r o d e r re c h tlic h e r u . s . f . Id e e n v ö llig  

e b e n s o  w ie  je d e s N a tu r-D in g a u f G ru n d  e in e r v o rh e rg e h e n d e n  E n t

w ic k lu n g  in d iv id u a lis ir t is t u n d  d ie s e s e in e W e se n s  -  In d iv id u a li tä t in  

d e n e in z e ln e n E x e m p la re n b e h a u p te t . D a ss e s  jU y o /i« /«

g ib t, h a t s c h o n  A ris to te le s e rk a n n t u n d  s e in e rs e its s e lb s t v ie le  W o rte
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n a c h  d e n  in d iv id u a lis ir te n  G ru p p e n  ih re r B e d e u tu n g  e rö r te r t . J e d e r

G e b ild e te w e is s , in  w e lc h  v e rs c h ie d e n e m  S in n e z . B . d a s W o rt Aoyog 

b e i H e ra k le ito s , b e i P la to , b e i A ris to te le s , b e i d e n  S to ik e rn , b e i P h ilo  

u n d  im  s o g . v ie r te n  E v a n g e liu m  z u v e rs te h e n is t , o d e r d e r J u r is t  

w ird  s ic h  n ic h t d a b e i b e g n ü g e n  d ü rfe n , d a s s , w ie e r in  d e r L a te in 

sc h u le r ic h tig  g e le rn t h a t, „ a c tio “ „ H a n d lu n g “ b e d e u te t , o d e r w e n n  

d e r L e s e r s c h o la s tis c h e r W e rk e b a ld  b e m e rk t, d a s s e r m it d e r a ll

g e m e in b e k a n n te n B e d e u tu n g d e s W o rte s „ su p p o s it io “ n ic h t v o m  

F le c k e k o m m t, s o w ird  e r a u s d e r b y z a n tin is c h e n  L o g ik  d e s P e tru s  

H isp a n u s d a s E rfo rd e r lic h e e rfa h re n  k ö n n e n ; d e r C h e m ik e r u n d  d e r  

C h iru rg  s p re c h e n  v o n „ D ia s ta s e “ , v e rs te h e n  a b e r d a ru n te r h im m e l-  

w e it v e rs c h ie d e n e D in g e ; „ C iv il “ w ird b a ld im  G e g e n s ä tz e g e g e n  

„ M ilitä r“ , b a ld im  G e g e n sä tz e g e g e n „ C rim in a l“ g e b ra u c h t; d e r  

L e s e r S c h e llin g ’s m u s s v e rs te h e n , w a s b e i d e m s e lb e n „ in te lle c tu e lle  

A n s c h a u u n g “ b e d e u te , u n d  w ird  s ic h d a b e i v ie lle ic h t e r in n e rn , d a s s  

a u c h K a n t v o n  e in e m  „ a n s c lia u e n d e n  V e rs tä n d e “ s p ra c h ; s e h r v e r

fü h re r is c h  z u v a g e n  A llg e m e in h e ite n  w irk e n  W o rte w ie z . B . „ s k ro -  

p h u lö s “ , „ A s th e n ie “ , „ T o n is ire n “ o d e r g a r „ M ia s m a “ , w o g e g e n  s ie  

b e i fe s te r S p e c ia lis iru n g z u r F ö rd e ru n g  d e s W is s e n s d ie n e n  w e rd e n ; 

o d e r z . B . d a s  W o rt „ L ie b e “ d u rc h s c h w e if t e in e n  s o w e ite n  I m k re is , 

d a s s d e rs e lb e in  d e r T h a t s c h w e r z u e rs c h ö p fe n is t . J a s e lb s t b e i 

P e rs o n e n -N a m e n b le ib t n o c h  d ie M ö g lic h k e it e in e s u n r ic h tig e n  V e r

s te h e n s o ffe n ; is t d o c h z . B . e in e m  G e s c h ic h tsc h re ib e r d e r P h ilo 

s o p h ie d a s u n g la u b lic h e , ja  u n g e h e u e r lic h e  b e g e g n e t, d a s s e r ( in  d e m  

B u c h e ü b e r

U rs p ru n g  v o n  d e m  S c h ü le r d e s S o k ra te s , d e m  M e g a r ik e r E u k  L id e s  

h e r ; o d e r z . B . w e n n m a n v o n „ F r ie d r ic h  II .“ z u s p re c h e n  b e g in n t, 

w e lc h e r d e r z w e i h e rv o rra g e n d e n  d e u ts c h e n  H e rrs c h e r is t g e m e in t?  

D o c h g e n u g  d e r B e is p ie le , w e lc h e e n d lo s g e h ä u f t w e rd e n  k ö n n te n ;  

e s d ü rf te  o h n e d ie s s k a u m  b e z w e ife lt w e rd e n , d a s s e in  V e rs te h e n  d e r  

in d iv id u a lis ir te n B e d e u tu n g d e r W o rte e rfo rd e r lic h is t , u n d z w a r  

n ic h t e tw a b lo s s in E in e m  Z w e ig e d e r W is s e n s c h a f t  , s o n d e rn in  

s ä m m tlic h e n .

s a g t, d ie s o g . e u k lid is c h e M e th o d e le ite ih re n
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In n ig s t a b e r is t h ie m it a u c h  d a s s p e c ia lis ir te  A u f tre te n  d e r O b 

je c te v e rf lo c h te n , w e lc h e s g le ic h fa lls d ie s e r z w e ite n  S tu fe d e s V e r

s te h e n s a n h e im fä ll t . V ö llig  r ic h tig  u m s p a n n t d e r b e k a n n te S p ru c h  

„ Q u i b e n e d is tin g u it , b e n e d o c e t“ s o w o h l d ie s p ra c h lic h e a ls a u c h  

d ie s a c h lic h e S e ite , u n d h ä u tig s t fü h r t d ie le tz te re d a s B e d ü rfn is«  

m it s ic h , a u c h  d ie W o rtb e d e u tu n g  s p e c ie lle r z u f ix ire n o d e r d u rc h  

u n te rs c h e id e n d e B e ifü g u n g e n  z u s c h ä rfe n . W e rfe n  w ir b e z ü g lic h  d e r  

In d iv id u a lis iru n g e in e n B lic k a u f d ie O b je c te , s o v e rs te h t e s s ic h  

v o n  s e lb s t , d a s s h ie b e i „ O b je c t“ in  a llu m fa s se n d e m  S in n e z u  n e h m e n  

is t , d e n n  N ie m a n d w ird  d a ra n  z w e ife ln , d a s s e b e n s o , w ie m a te r ie lle  

D in g e u n d K rä f te O b je c te d e r N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f t s in d , a u c h z . B . 

W o rte fü r d ie G ra m m a tik , D e n k b e s tim m u n g e n  fü r d ie L o g ik , Id e e n  

u n d  V e rh ä ltn is s e  m a n ig fa c h s te r A rt fü r a n d e re Z w e ig e d e s W is s e n s  

a ls  O b je c te v o r lie g e n . S ä m m tlic h e a b e r m u s s  d a s  V e rs te h e n  in  ih re m  

in d iv id u a lis ir te n  A u f tre te n  e r fa s s e n , u n d  d e r S p ru c h „ C u m  d u o  fa c iu n t 

id e m , n o n  e s t id e m “ is t e in  a llg e m e in  g ü ltig e r , in s o fe rn e e r g e g e n  

v o rs c h n e lle  Id e n tif lc iru n g  g e r ic h te t is t . W e n n z . B . z w e i v e rs c h ie d e n e  

g r ie c h is c h e P rä p o s it io n e n  d e n  G e n itiv  re g ie re n , s o k a n n d a s M o tiv  

e in  s e h r v e rs c h ie d e n e s s e in , e b e n so w ie z . B . d ie  P h o s p h o re s c e n z d e r  

L e u c h tk ä fe r v ie lle ic h t n ic h t d ie n e m lic h e is t w ie je n e d e s fa u le n  

H o lz e s . E in e a lg e b ra is c h e G le ic h u n g  tr i t t v e rsc h ie d e n  a u f , je  n a c h 

d e m  s ie E in e o d e r m e h re re u n b e k a n n te  G rö ss e n e n th ä lt ; d e r K e g e l

s c h n itt h a t e in  s p e c ia lis ir te s A u ftre te n  je  n a c h s e in e r R ic h tu n g u n d  

is t u n d h e is s t e in  K re is , e in e E llip s e , e in e P a ra b e l, e in e H y p e rb e l. 

S o w ie d ie S c h r if tz e ic h e n e in e s e in h e it l ic h e n  S c h r if t-S ta m m e s in  v e r

s c h ie d e n e n  P e r io d e n  e in  in d iv id u a lis ir te s A u f tre te n  z e ig e n , u n d d e r  

p lx ilo lo g is c h -h is to r is c h e F o rs c h e r s ic h a u f P a lä o g ra p h ie a n g e w ie se n  

s ie h t, s o m ü s s e n  d e r Z o o lo g e u n d d e r B o ta n ik e r in  d e r p a lä o n to -  

lo g is c h e n  F a u n a u n d  F lo ra  th e ils ih re b e re its b e k a n n te n  F o rs c h u n g s 

G e g e n s tä n d e w ie d e r  e rk e n n e n  th e ils a n d e rw e itig e  S p e c ia lis iru n g e n  d e r  

g le ic h e n  W e s e n  , e n td e c k e n . S o w ie s ä m m tlic h e 1 iu n d e -R a c e n  in  ih re r  

S p e c ia lis iru n g  u n d  ih re n  V e rs c h ie d e n h e ite n u n d e b e n s o d ie G lie d e r  

d e r  P f la n z e n -F a m ilie n  d e i*  L ilia c e e n  o d e r R o s a c e e n v e rs ta n d e n  w e rd e n

I

4



I VJ —r

1 4

m ü s s e n , w ird  e b e n so z . B . d e r J u r is t d a s m e h rfa c h in d iv id u a lis ir te  

A u f tre te n e in e s R e c h ts in s ti tu te s o d e r d e r K u n s th is to r ik e r d ie v ie l

g e s ta lt ig e E rs c h e in u n g e in e r k ü n s tle r is c h e n C o n c e p tio n , z . B . d e s  

g o th is c h e n  S p itz b o g e n s , v e rs te h e n  m ü s s e n .

E s v e rb le ib t a b e r d a s V e rs te h e n a u f d ie s e r S tu fe in  d e r A u f

fa s su n g  in d iv id u e lle r B e s tim m th e it u n d  is t d a h e r n o c h w e it e n tfe rn t  

v o n  d e m  Z ie le e in e r d e n G e g e n s ta n d b e h e rrsc h e n d e n  W is se n sc h a f t .o

S o w ie Z u s a m m e n fa s su n g ü b e rh a u p t e in e m  a n d e re n  S ta d iu m  a n h e im 

fa ll t , s o w ird  a u c h  b e i u m fa s se n d e re n  In d iv id u a li tä te n h ie r v o re rs t  

n u r g in  V e rs tä n d n is s e in z e ln e r in d iv id u e lle r E rs c h e in u n g e n  e rre ic h t, 

w ie m a n z . B . a n  d e n  S c h r if te n  d e s A ris to te le s g e w is s e S til-E ig e n -  

th ü m lic h k e ite n  o d e r in  d e n  L e h rm e in u n g e n  d e s s e lb e n  b e s tim m te  e in 

z e ln e A u s s p rü c h e ric h tig v e rs te h e n k a n n , o h n e s ic h rü h m e n z u  

d ü rfe n , d a ss m a n d e n A ris to te le s ü b e rh a u p t in v o lle m  S in n e v e r

s te h e . L e tz te re s w ä re b e re its W is se n sc h a f t o d e r v ie lm e h r e in e E p i

s o d e e in e r w e itv e rz w e ig te n  W is s e n s c h a f t , u n d  e b e n so  v e rh ä lt e s s ic h  

m it d e m  V e rs tä n d n is s e a lle r in  L ite ra tu r , P o lit ik , K u n s t u . s . f . h e r 

v o rra g e n d e n  P e rsö n lic h k e ite n . A u c h in  d e n  N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f te n  is t  

d a s u n e r lä s s lic h e V e rs tä n d n is s d e s s p e c ia lis ir te n A u ftre te n s d e r  

F o rsc h u n g s -<  Ib je c te n u r e in  v o r lä u f ig e r  B a u s te in , w e lc h e r s ic h  in  e in e  

g rö s s e re o d e r k le in e re s y s te m a tis c h e G ru p p e e in fü g e n  s o ll . In  e in e r  

m itte la lte r l ic h e n  D e fin it io n  d e s  S c h m e tte r l in g s , w e lc h e la u te t „ P a p ilio  

e s t a v is , q u a e n u n q u a m  c re s c it “ (ic h fa n d s ie e in m a l in d e m  s o g . 

G lo s s a r iu m  S a lo m o n is ) , b e ru h t d a s „  n u n q u a m  c re s c it “ g e w is s a u f  

e in e m  ric h tig e n  V e rs tä n d n is s e d e s In d iv id u e lle n , u n d d o c h e rw e c k t 

d ie s e D e f in it io n v o m  w iss e n sc h a f tlic h e n S ta n d p u n c te a u s g e ra d e z u  

L a c h e n , w e il d ie ü b r ig e e in z ig e B e s tim m u n g  (a v is ) , w ä h re n d  s ie d a s  

g le ic h fa lls r ic h tig e V e rs tä n d n is s d e s E lie g e n s e n th ä lt , d o c h a u f d e n

v e rk e h r te s te n Z u s a m m e n h a n g fü h r t . D ie O b je c te d e s V e rs te h e n s■
s in d ü b e rh a u p t in ih re r in d iv id u e lle n  B e s tim m th e it b a ld e in fa c h e r  

b a ld c o m p lic ir te r (z u le tz te re n g e h ö re n z . B . d ie E rz e u g n is s e d e r  

K u n s t o d e r z . B . d ie K ra n k h e ite n ) , u n d b e i e in ig e n d e rse lb e n is t  

e in e b e s tim m te B e g a b u n g d e s G e fü h le s g e ra d e z u u n e r lä s s lic h , w ie
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z . B . d a s V e rs te h e n  e in e r S o n a te o h n e m u s ik a lis c h e s G e h ö r u n m ö g 

lic h  is t .

Z u w e ile n  a b e r e rh e b t s ic h  a u c h  d a d u rc h  e in e  S c h w ie r ig k e it d e s  

V e rs tä n d n is s e s , d a ss d ie b e s o n d e re A rt d e s A u f tre te n s o d e r d ie ä u s 

s e re E rs c h e in u n g n ic h t d e r id e n tis c h e A u s d ru c k d e s e ig e n tlic h e n  

in n e re n  W e s e n s is t . In re ic h e r F ü lle is t d ie s s d e r F a ll b e i d e n  

M e ta p h e rn , G le ic h n is s e n  u n d  A lle g o r ie n , w o ra n  s ic h  ja  b e k a n n tlic h  

e in e fö rm lic h e T e c h n ik d e r a lle g o r is c h e n In te rp re ta tio n k n ü p f te . 

D a s s d ie M e ta p h e r e in e n  S in n  h a b e n  m u s s , is t z w e ife llo s e s  E rfo rd e r

n is s , u n d e b e n  d ie s e r S in n  is t G e g e n s ta n d  d e s V e rs te h e n s , d . h . d ie  

M e ta p h e r m u s s e in e n  d e u tlic h e n u n d e n ts p re c h e n d e n  A n k n iip fu n g s -  

p u n c t d e s s y m b o lis c h e n  A u s d ru c k e s a n d e n b e g r if f l ic h e n G e d a n k e n  

e n th a lte n , u n d  d a s V e rs tä n d n is s m u s s d a s B e w u s s ts e in d ie s e r a n 

k n ü p fe n d e n  U e b e r tra g u n g  fe s th a lte n  u n d  a u s s p re c h e n . W e n n  z . B . in  

ü b lic h e r  W e ise v o m  B a u m e d e r W is se n s c h a f t u n d  d e s s e n  V e rz w e ig u n g  

g e s p ro c h e n w ird , o d e r w e n n m itte ls t g le ic h e r A n s c h a u u n g in d e r  

ju r is t is c h e n  L ite ra tu r a u c h  e in e „ A rb o r a c tio n u m “ e rs c h e in t, s o s in d  

d ie s s s e h r e r la u b te  M e ta p h e rn , b e i w e lc h e n e s n ic h t e in m a l n ö th ig  

is t , a u s d rü c k lic h  z u b e to n e n , d a s s m a n  m e ta p h o r is c h  s p re c h e . Z u 

w e ile n  a b e r s te h t d ie S a c h e b e d e n k lic h e r ; w e n n  z . B . P la to  d ie  W e lt 

a ls e in  Ccvor b e z e ic h n e te u n d h ie ra u s fo lg e r te , d a s s d e rse lb e n  e in e
t- O  '

S e e le e in w o h n e , s o h a b e n  M a n c h e n ic h t d a s B e w u s s tse in b e w a h r t , 

d a s s d a s G a n z e e b e n n u r p o e tis c h e s S y m b o l is t u n d m it w is s e n 

s c h a f tl ic h e r W a h rh e it N ic h ts z u s c h a ffe n h a t. < H ie r z . B . e s w ird

z u w e ile n ü b e l a u fg e n o m m e n , w e n n m a n s a g t, d a s s d ie A n n a lim ö

P la to ’s , . w o rn a c h d e r S ta a t e in  M e n s c h im  G ro ss e n s e in s o ll , e in e  

n ic h ts n u tz ig e M e ta p h e r is t; o d e r z . B . s e it S c h e llin g ’s R o m a n tik  is t  

e s n ic h t u n ü b lic h  g e w o rd e n , d e n  S ta a t e in e n  O rg a n is m u s z u  n e n n e n  

o d e r v o n d e r b e i d e r h is to r is c h e n  S c h u le b e lie b te n „  N a tu rw ü c h s ig 

k e it ü d e s R e c h te s u n d  d e s S ta a te s z u  s p re c h e n , w o g e g e n  d a s p rä c is e  

V e rs te h e n  d r in g lic h s t b itte n  m ö c h te , a ls O rg a n is m e n a u s sc h lie s s lic h
V

n u r P fla n z e n u n d T liie re v e rs te h e n u n d d a s N a tu rw ü c h s ig e d e n  

P h y s io lo g e n  ü b e r la s s e n  z u  d ü rfe n . J e d e n fa lls a b e i ’ w ä re w e n ig s te n s

V
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z u  w ü n s c h e n , d a s s in  d e r  W is s e n s c h a f t b e im  G e b ra u c h e  m e ta p h o r is c h e r  

W e n d u n g e n a u s d rü c k lic h g e s a g t w e rd e , d a ss m a n  s ic h  je tz t d ie s e r  

o d e r je n e r p a s s e n d e n o d e r u n p a s s e n d e n M e ta p h e r b e d ie n e n w o lle . 

F ra g t m a n , o b e tw a a u c h  d ie  N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f t s ic h m it M e ta p h e rn  

u n d  A lle g o r ie n  z u b e sc h ä f tig e n  h a b e , s o w ü rd e e in e b e ja h e n d e A n t

w o r t w o h l s e lb s t n u r e in e m e ta p h o r is c h e  s e in  k ö n n e n : d e n n  e s  d ü rf te  

k a u m  z u lä s s ig  s e in . z . B . z u s a g e n , d a s s d ie F lü g e l d e r V ö g e l (im

fü s s e s e ie n .

U n te rs c h ie d e v o n d e n In s e c te n -F lü g e ln ) e in e M e ta p h e r d e r V o rd e r 

O d e r z . B . w e n n e in D o p p e lk e g e l a u f d e r s c h ie fe n

E b e n e z w e ie r in e in e m  W in k e l c o n v e rg ire n d e r S c h ie n e n s c h e in b a r  

a u fw ä r ts lä u f t , s o k ö n n te m a n w o h l v o n  d e r N o th W e n d ig k e it e in e r  

a lle g o r is c h e n  D e u tu n g  s p re c h e n , in s o fe rn e  d e r  S c h w e rp u n c t d e s  D o p p e l

k e g e ls tro tz  d e r trü g lic h e n  E rs c h e in u n g  w irk lic h  d o c h s ic h a b w ä r ts  

b e w e g t ; a b e r d a n n m ü s s te m a n a u c h  d a s c o p e rn ic a n is c lie  S y s te m  a ls  

e in e a lle g o r is c h e In te rp re ta tio n  d e s trü g lic h e n  S c h e in e s d e s S o n n e n 

a u fg a n g e s u . s . w . b e z e ic h n e n , w a s k a u m  b e ifä ll ig e A u fn a h m e fin d e n  

d ü rf te . Z w e ife llo s a b e r is t d ie N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f t v o n d e r o ft 

s c h w ie r ig e n  A u fg a b e b e fre it , w e lc h e in  d e m  ric h tig e n  V e rs tä n d n is s e  

e in e s W itz e s , e in e r Iro n ie , e in e r P a ro d ie , e in e r S a tire , k u rz d e s
t 7 7 7

H u m o re s lie g t; h ä u f ig  ja g e b r ic h t e s d e r p h ilo lo g is c h  -  h is to r is c h e n  

F o rs c h u n g b e i d e r H e rm e n e u tik b e tre f fs s o lc h e r O b je c te a n d e r  

K e n n tn is «  d e r n ö th ig e n  A n k n ü p fu n g s p u n c te , o d e r e s b le ib t a u c h d a s  

M is s  v e rs tä n d n is s m ö g lic h , d a s s m a n  e in e iro n is c h e A e u ss e ru n g  (z . B . 

je n e  d e s  p la to n is c h e n  S o k ra te s  ü b e r P ro d ik o s ) a ls b a a re  M ü n z e  n im m t.

—  w ie w ir d ie s e z w e ite  S tu feD e m  V e rs te h e n  d e s In d iv id u e lle n ,

u m  d e r K ü rz e w ille n  n a n n te n  — , fä ll t e s a n h e im , a n  d e m  E in z e ln e n  

in  c o n c re te r p h ä n o m e n o lo g is c h e r G e ltu n g d ie F o rm e n u n d G e s e tz e  

d e s D e n k e n s z u v e rs te h e n , u n d h ie r in lie g t d e r A n k n ü p fu n g sp u n c t  

d e r M e th o d e n le h re a n  d ie fo rm a le L o g ik  d e r b lo s s e n  W id e rs p ru c h s -  

lo s ig k e it . V e rs ta n d e n m u s s w e rd e n d ie in d e n U rth e ile n lie g e n d e  

B e ja h u n g u n d  V e rn e in u n g , s o w ie d ie v e rs c h ie d e n e n  A rte n  d e r le tz 

te re n (d . h . s c h e in b a r n e g a tiv e U rth e ile , d e re n In h a lt p o s it iv is t , 

u n d  w a h rh a f t n e g a tiv e U rth e ile ), d e s g le ic h e n  d ie s o g . Q u a n titä t d e r

V
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U r th e ile , n e m lic h th e ils A llg e m e in g ü ltig k e it tlie ils E in s c h rä n k u n g  

d e rse lb e n , u n d  fe rn e r d ie  V e rf le c h tu n g  d e r  Q u a litä t u n d  d e r  Q u a n titä t ,  

w o ra n s ic h d a s V e rs tä n d n is s d e r s o g . e x p o n ib le n U rth e ile k n ü p f t  

n ic h t m in d e r a b e r a u c h  d ie s o g . M o d a litä t , d e n n  U n v e rs ta n d w ä re  

e s , M ö g lic h k e it u n d N o th w e n d ig k e it z u v e rw e c h s e ln , s o d a n n a b e r  

a u c h d ie U m k e h rb a rk e it m it b e s o n d e re r B e a c h tu n g d e r s o g . re c i-  

p ro c a b le n U rth e ile ; u n d in s o fe rn e d ie L o g ik e tw a d ie F o rd e ru n g  

e r fü lle n w ü rd e , a u s s e r d e n C o n d itio n a l- u n d D is jn n c tiv -  P a r tik e ln  

a u c h  d e n  D e n k w e r th  a n d e re r s o g . C o n ju n c tio n e n in  d ie L e h re v o m  

U rth e ile b e iz u z ie h e n , s o w ü rd e in  s o lc h e r H in s ic h t a u c h  d a s V e r

s tä n d n is s d e s „ W e il“ o d e r „

b

O b g le ic h “ u . s . f . s e in e n m e th o d is c h e n  

W e r th  e rh a lte n . V e rs ta n d e n m ü s s e n fe rn e r  • w e rd e n d ie T h e ile d e s

In h a  l te s u n d d ie T h e ile d e s U m fa n g e s e in e s B e g r if fe s , s o w ie d a s

V e rh ä ltn is s z w is c h e n  S u b s ta n z  u n d  A ttr ib u t, G e m e in s c h a f tl ic h k e it o d e r  

A u s s c h lie s s lic h k e it d e r M e rk m a le , h ie m it a u c h S u b o rd in a tio n u n d

C o o rd in a tio n in d e m  V e rfa h re n d e r lo g is c h e n E in th e ilu n g . V e r

s ta n d e n  e n d lic h  m u s s w e rd e n , w ie d ie V e rf le c h tu n g  d e s S y llo g is m u s  

s c h lie s s lic h z u e in e m  d e f in ito r is c h e n  U rth e ile  fü h r t , u n d  in s b e so n d e re  

s in d  e s z a h lre ic h s te E r le b n is se d e s V e rs te h e n s , w e lc h e d e n C a u sa l-  

Z u s a m m e n h a n g  e rsc h lie s s e n .

A u s d e r F ü lle d e r E in z e ln -B e so n d e ru n g a b e r e rh e b t s ic h d a s  

V e rs te lle n z u s e in e r d r it te n  S tu fe , in d e m  d a s a u f d e r e rs te n  S tu fe  

n o c h u n m itte lb a r u n d im b e s tim m t e rfa s s te A llg e m e in e m itte ls t d e s  

V e rs tä n d n is se s d e s In d iv id u e lle n  e in e b e s tim m te  G e s ta ltu n g  g e w o n n e n  

h a t. S o e rg ib t s ic h a ls H ö h e p u n c t d a s „ V e rs te h e n  d e s in  d e m  B e 

s o n d e re n  e n th a lte n e n  A llg e m e in e n “ , w o b e i d e r u rs p rü n g lic h  u n m itte l

b a re O b je c ts -S in n s ic h z u  je n e m  id e a le n  S c h a rfb lic k e s te ig e r t , fü r  

w e lc h e n  e s ü b e rh a u p t k e in  E in z e ln e s a ls E in z e ln e s g ib t; (lie s s a b e r  

n ic h t in  d e m  S in n e , d a s s d a s V e rs te h e n s ic h  s p rö d o d e r g le ic h s a m  

fe in d se lig  v o n  d e m  E in z e ln e n  a b w e n d e , s o n d e rn  d e ra r tig , d a s s e s m it  

H in g a b e s ic h  in  d a s s e lb e v e rs e n k e b is z u r T ie fe d e s in n e rs te n  a ll

g e m e in e n  W e s e n s . M itte ls t e in e s s o lc h e n  V e rs te h e n s h a t z . B . L a -

v o is ie r d a s V e rb re n n e n a ls V e rb in d u n g m it S a u e rs to f f e rfa s s t o d e r

' 3
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F ra n k lin  in  d e m  B litz e e in e n  e le k tr is c h e n  F u n k e n  e rk a n n t; u n d  d ie  

g le ic h e D e n k -F u n c tio n  w a r e s , w e n n D e sc a r te s d u rc h  d a s V e rs ta n d -  

n is s d e s a llg e m e in e n  W e se n s d e r  C u rv e n  a u f d ie  C o o rd in a te n  g e fü h r t  

w u rd e , o d e r w e n n m a n a u s T o rr ic e ll i ’s V e rsu c h d a s G e w ic h t d e rfl

a tm o s p h ä r is c h e n  L u f t v e rs ta n d , o d e r w e n n  m a n in  n e u e re r Z e it d ie  

e r ra tis c h e n  B lö c k e a ls U e b e rb le ib s e l e in e s G le ts c h e r -T ra n s p o r te s v e r

s ta n d , o d e r in  d e r  C h e m ie z u m  E rfa s s e n  d e s Is o m o rp h is m u s g e la n g te , 

s o w ie a u c h  je d e r  A rz t, w e lc h e r a m  K ra n k e n b e tte in  k u rz e r F r is t d ie  

r ic h tig e D ia g n o s e s te ll t , s ic h  d ie s e s h ö h e re n  V e rs tä n d n is se s rü h m e n  

d a rf . D e s g le ic h e n is t b e i E rz ie h u n g d e r K in d e r h u n d e r tfä lt ig  d a s  

V e rs tä n d n is s d e s in  d e r  E in z e ln -E rs c h e in u n g  e n th a lte n e n  A llg e m e in e n  

g e fo rd e r t , d e n n  b e i d e m  K in d e k a n n  z . B . d ie W irk u n g ä u s s e rs te r  

F u rc h t d e m  B e n e h m e n s c h lim m e r V e rs to c k th e it z u m  V e rw e c h s e ln  

ä h n lic h  s e h e n , u n d e in e fa ls c h e  B e h a n d lu n g  d e s  K in d e s je  n a c h  e in e r  

d ie s e r b e id e n  A n n a h m e n w ü rd e s c h w e re F o lg e n n a c h s ic h z ie h e n . 

O d e r w e n n  m a n  z . B . d a s frü h e r s o  g e n a n n te lite ra r is c h e  E ig e n th u m  

a ls e in  P e rso n e n  -  R e c h t v e rs te h t, o d e r w e n n d a s V e rs tä n d n is s a u f

b li tz t , d a s s e in e g a n z e C la s s e d e r a u s d e m  A lte r th u m e e rh a lte n e n  

B r ie fe a u s rh e to r is c h e n S c h u la u fg a b e n e n ts ta n d e n is t, o d e r w e n n  

m a n  in  e in e r  N o tiz b e i P lin iu s , d a s s d ie  O h re n  d e r H irs c h e g e s p a lte n  

u n d z e rsc h litz t s e ie n , je n e E p is o d e d e r a llg e m e in e n T h ie rs a g e e r

k e n n t, in  w e lc h e r d e r H irs c h  d e m  Z o rn e d e s  L ö w e n m it g e s c h litz te n  

O h re n e n tr in n t, s o is t a ll S o lc h e s e b e n s o s e h r e in d ie s e r h ö h e re n  

S tu fe a n g e h ö re n d e s V e rs te h e n , w ie w e n n  z . B . d e r K u n s t-A rc h ä o lo g e  

a n  e in e r n e u a u fg e fu n d e n e n a n tik e n  S ta tu e s o fo r t v e rs te h e n k a n n , 

w a s s ie d a rs te lle , u n d h ie b e i in  d e r p e in lic h e n g e is tig e n F u n c tio n  

m it d e m  B o ta n ik e r o d e r d e m  Z o o lo g e n z u s a m m e n tr if f t , w e lc h e r  

a u f e in e r  E n td e c k u n g s -R e is e n e u e  P f la n z e n - o d e r T h ie r -F o rm e n  fin d e t. 

N u r e in e E rw e c k u n g d ie s e r S tu fe d e s V e rs te h e n s is t e s , w e n n e in  

n a tu rw is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e r V o rtra g m it E x p e r im e n te n b e g le ite t w ird , 

w e lc h e  ja  d e r  V o r tra g e n d e n ic h t e rs t b e h u fs  s e in e r e ig e n e n  F o rs c h u n g  

a n s te ll t , o d e r w e n n  in  e in e m  p h ilo lo g is c h e n o d e r h is to r is c h e n  S e m i

n a re  e in e s p e c ie lle S te lle o d e r U rk u n d e z u r In te rp re ta tio n  v o rg e le g t

L
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w ird ; d e n n  in  b e id e n  F ä lle n  s o ll e b e n  d e r H ö re r o d e r d e r S c h ü le r  

d a s b e tre f fe n d e A llg e m e in e a ls e in in d e m  v o rg e fü h r te n c o n c re te n  

E in z e ln e n  lie g e n d e s e rfa s se n .

D a s V e rs te h e n is t in a ll s e in e n  S tu fe n v o n g rö s s te m  B e la n g e  

fü r d a s Z u s ta n d e k o m m e n d e r W is se n s c h a f t , a b e r , —  w ie  k a u m  n ö th ig  

is t , b e s o n d e rs h e rv o rz u h e b e n  — , e s e n th ä lt n o c h n ic h t d ie fe r tig e  

W is se n sc h a f t in  s ic h . D e r e rs te S c h r it t d e s V e rs te h e n s s o w ie d e r  

H ö h e p u n c t d e s s e lb e n  k a n n  u n te r U m s tä n d e n  e n ts c h e id e n d  u n d  e b e n s o  

u n te r U m s tä n d e n  v e rh ä n g n is s v o ll s e in . D e n n s o w o h l d a s A llg e m e in e  

a ls a u c h d a s In d iv id u e lle k a n n e in s e it ig o d e r o b e rf lä c h lic h o d e r  

lü c k e n h a f t v e rs ta n d e n s e in u n d d a n n in e in e r d ie s e r v e rfe h lte n  

W e is e n d u rc h  g e fü h r t w e rd e n . W e n n  z . B . in  d e r a lte n  P h ilo s o p h ie  

s e it E m p e d o k le s d ie b e k a n n te n  v ie r E le m e n te a ls E rk lä ru n g s -M o tiv  

d e r N a tu rd in g e  fe s tg e h a lte n  w e rd e n , s o m u s s m a n fü g lic h ü b e r d ie s e  

N a iv itä t d e s V e rs tä n d n is s e s s ta u n e n  u n d  e s n u r d e r M a c h t d e r T ra 

d it io n  z u s c h re ib e n , d a s s n ic h t e in m a l A r is to te le s s ic h s e lb s t d ie  F ra g e  

v o r le g te , w a s e r d e n n e ig e n tlic h  z . B . u n te r F e u e r v e rs te h e . O d e r  

z . B . in  d e m  g r ie c h is c h e n  W o rte onfyua la g  e in  tie fg re ife n d e s H in 

d e rn is s d e s V e rs te h e n s , d e n n d a d a s se lb e s o w o h l d e n  P f la n z e n s a m e n , 

d . h . d a s h e ra n g e re if te E rg e b n is s fru c h tb a re r B e g a ttu n g , a ls a u c h  

d e n th ie r is c lie n S a m e n , d . h . d e n e in e fru c h tb a re B e g a ttu n g b e 

d in g e n d e n  S to ff , b e z e ic h n e t, s o b lie b h ie rü b e r d e r P o lle n  d e r A n - 

th e re il u n b e a c h te t u n d  s o m it d a s  V e rs tä n d n is s  d e r G e sc h le c h tsv e rh ä lt

n is se d e r P fla n z e n la n g e Z e it v e rsc h lo s s e n . O d e r z . B . d u rc h d a s  

M is s  v e rs tä n d n is s , d a s s  u n d „ le x “ id e n tis c h e B e g r if fe s e ie n ,

w u rd e e s v e rs c h u ld e t, d a s s s p ä t- rö m is c h e J u r is te n  d ie s to is c h e A u f

fa s s u n g  e in e s a llu m fa s s e n d e n  W e ltg e s e tz e s a u f d a s R e c h ts g e s e tz u n d  

h ie d u rc h  a u f d a s R e c h t s e lb s t ü b e r tru g e n , v o n  w o a u s d ie w a h rh a f t  

lä c h e r lic h e  D e f in it io n „ iu s n a tu ra le  e s t, q u o d  n a tu ra  o m n ia a n im a lia  

d o c u it “ ih re n w e ite re n L a u f n a h m . O d e r z . B . w e n n d ie a n tik e n  

G ra m m a tik e r e in e  T e m p o ra lfo rm  d e s  g r ie c h is c h e n  V e rb u m s a ls  doytoros 

b e z e ic h n e te n , s o is t ih n e n h ie d u rc h in d e r T h a t e b e n s o  

w e n ig  e in  tie fe s  V e rs tä n d n is s b e z e u g t, a ls  w e n n  s ie v o n  e in e m  e rs te n

3 *
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u n d  z w e ite n  A o ris t s p ra c h e n . A u c h d ie s u b je c tiv e S e ite a lle r S tu fe n  

d e s V e rs te h e n s is t v o n  W ic h tig k e it fü r d ie fo r ts c h re ite n d e E n tw ic k 

lu n g  d e r W is s e n s c h a f t; d e n n  e s b e s te h t n ic h t b lo s s e in e  G ra d a b s tu fu n g  

in  d e r A u ffa s s u n g , in s o fe rn e d ie se lb e b e i d e m  e in e n  M e n s c h e n  m e h r  

a u f d e r O b e rf lä c h e v e rb le ib t u n d  b e i e in e m  a n d e re n  s ic h in  d ie in 

n e rs te  T ie fe d e s G e m ü th e s s e n k t, b e i d e m  e in e n d e m  flü c h tig e n  

A u g e n b lic k e g e h ö r t u n d  b e i e in e m  a n d e re n  u n v e rw isc h t h a f te n  b le ib t, 

s o n d e rn e s is t ü b e rh a u p t d ie S u b je c tiv itä t d e r g e is tig e n  W e rk s tä tte , 

w e lc h e s ic h  b a ld  m e h r re c e p tiv  b a ld  m e h r p ro d u c tiv  v e rh ä lt , a b e r  

in  b e id e n  F ä lle n  e in e g e w is s e W id e rs ta n d s k ra f t a u s ü b t, n e m lic h  im  

e rs te re n in F o lg e e in e r T rä g h e it u n d im  le tz te re n in F o lg e d e r  

S e lb s tä n d ig k e it . W ä h re n d s o e in e rs e its s ic h d a s B le ig e w ic h t e in e s  

le d ig lic h  tra d it io n e lle n  V e rs te h e n s a n d e n F lü g e lsc h la g d e s G e is te s  

h ä n g t u n d a n d re rse its d u rc h d ie M a c h t e in e s g e n ia le n  B lic k e s d ie  

A u s s ic h t in  n e u e F lu g b a h n e n  g e ö ffn e t w ird , o s c il l ire n  z w isc h e n  d ie se n  

z w e i G e g e n s ä tz e n in  ta u s e n d fa c h e n  A b s tu fu n g e n  d ie E rz e u g n is s e d e s  

V e rs te h e n s , w e lc h e z u g le ic h  re c e p tiv u n d p ro d u c tiv  s in d  u n d  a u c h  

ih re rs e its d e n  S te m p e l in d iv id u e lle r A u ffa s su n g tra g e n , w e lc h e a ls  

s o lc h e u n n a c h g ie b ig  is t . S o w ie d e m n a c h  d e m  V e rs te h e n  e in u n tilg 

b a re r B e s t d e r S u b je c tiv itä t e in w o h n t, s o k a n n  e s n ic h t e rz w u n g e n  

w e rd e n , d e n n  d e r e in e F a c to r d e s s e lb e n lie g t s te ts in e in e m  in d i

v id u e lle n  s e lb s te ig e n e n  E rle b n is s e , s o d a s s d e r S p ru c h  d e s D ic h te rs  

„ W e n n ilir s n ic h t fü h lt , ih r w e rd e t ’« n ic h t e r ja g e n “ a u c h fü r d ie  

W is s e n sc h a f ts le h re s e in e G e ltu n g h a t. U n d w e n n z . B . F ic h te d e m  

T ite l e in e r s e in e r S c h r if te n („ S o n n e n k la re r B e r ic h t ü b . d . e ig e n tL  

W e s e n  d . n e u e s te n  P h ilo s o p h ie “ ) d e n  Z u s a tz b e ifü g te „ E in  V e rs u c h , 

d ie L e s e r z u m  V e rs te h e n z u z w in g e n “ , s o k ö n n e n w ir u n s h ie b e i 

e in e s g e w is se n  k o m is c h e n  E in d ru c k e s k a u m  e rw e h re n .

S o w e it a b e r d a s V e rs te h e n a u f je d e r s e in e r S tu fe n e in A ll

g e m e in e s  e n th ä lt , is t d e r  P u n c t g e g e b e n , a n  w e lc h e m  d a s  B e u r th e ile n  

s e in e n H e b e l a n s e tz t . A lle s B e u r th e ile n n e m lic h b e s te h t in e in e r  

V e rg le ic h u n g

1

i B e s o n d e re n  m it e in e m  A llg e m e in e n , u n d  le tz te re s  

v e rb le ib t d ie S p ru n g fe d e r a lle r K ritik . S o n a c h  is t z . B . d a s b lo s s e

1*
1

I



u —r

2 1

C o lla tio n ire n  v e rsc h ie d e n e r H a n d s c h r if te n  n o c h n ic h t e in  B e u r th e ile n . 

s o n d e rn  n u r V o ra rb e it z u r k r it is c h e n  H e rs te llu n g  d e s T e x te s , s o w ie  

d a s E in fa n g e n  u n d  S a m m e ln  d e r K ä fe r n u r M a te r ia l-L ie fe ru n g  

s y s te m a tis c h e n  B e u r th e ilu n g  is t . S o w ie d e m  M e n s c h e n  in  F o lg e s e in e s
I *

O o n tin u itä ts -S in n e s u n d  s e in e r id e a le n  B e g a b u n g  d a s A llg e m e in e a ls  

d a s id e e lle , a ls  d a s  w a h rh a f t A n g e m e ss e n e  e rs c h e in t, s o  s c h w e b t a lle m

B e u r th e ile n in n e rh a lb d e s B e s o n d e re n d ie A llg e m e in h e it a ls d a s

S e in s o lle n d e u n d  h ie m itr a ls d a s H e rz u s te lle n d e v o r , u n d s c h lie s s lic h  

e n d ig t im  g ü n s tig e n  F ä lle  je d e  K rit ik  m it H e rs te llu n g  d e s A n g e m e s 

s e n e n . w o n ö tli ig  d e n  K a m p f m it d e m  U n a n g e m e ss e n e n  a u fn e h m e n d .

D a s B e u r th e ile n d u rc h lä u f t ,d ie g le ic h e n S tu fe n w ie d a s V e r

s te h e n u n d tr it t d a h e r v o re rs t im  n ie d r ig s te n  S ta d iu m  v ö llig  u n 

m itte lb a r o h n e w e ite re U m s ic h t, u n d o h n e tie fe re s E in d r in g e n  a u f .

in s o fe rn e e in  A llg e m e in e s n o c ho u n m itte lb a r n a iv a u f s u b je c tiv e m

S ta n d p u n c te e rfa s s t u n d a ls M a ss s ta b d e r B e u r th e ilu n g v e rw e n d e t 

w ird , w o b e i im m e rh in  d ie d o p p e lte M ö g lic h k e it b le ib t , s o w o h l d a s s  

in s tin c tiv  d a s  R ic h tig e g e tro f fe n  w ird , a ls a u c h  d a s s v o n  v o rn e h e re in  

d e r F e h lg r if f e in e s ^ ip c d ro r  v o r lie g t  ; d ie le tz te re G e fa h r a b e r

is t u n le u g b a r n ä h e r g e rü c k t, w e n n  le d ig lic h  s u b je c tiv e G e fü h le u n d  

A n s ic h te n  o d e r n o c h  m e h r , w e n n  s u b je c tiv e W ü n s c h e (—  a u c h fa lls  

e s id e a le W ü n s c h e s in d  — ) z u m  M a s s s ta b e g e m a c h t w e rd e n ,

d e m  a b e r s e in , w ie ih m  w o lle , d e r F o rm  n a c h  is t e s je d e n fa lls e in  

A c t d e s B e u r th e ile n s , n u r w o h n t d e m s e lb e n  in F o lg e d e r n ie d e re n  

S tu fe e in e B e sc h rä n k th e it e in , w e lc h e u n te r U m s tä n d e n  e in e fo lg e n 

s c h w e re K e tte v o n  T ä u s c h u n g e n  n a c h  s ic h  z ie h e n  k a n n , w ä h re n d  in  

a n d e re n  F ä lle n  e in  u n m itte lb a re r g e s u n d e r K e rn  im m e rh in  e rs t n o c h

M a g

s e in e w e ite re E n tw ic k lu n g u n d  D u rc h fü h ru n g z u e rw a r te n  h a t, —  

k u rz e in e  d e ra r tig e  V e rg le ic h u n g  d e s  B e so n d e re n  m it d e m  A llg e m e in e n  

is t w o h l K ritik , a b e r e b e n  e in e b e fa n g e n e  K ritik , w e lc h e m a n  s o g a r  

h ä u f ig g e ra d e z u a ls e in k rit ik lo s e s V e rfa h re n b e z e ic h n e t. W e n n  

z . B . d ie H u m o ra l  -P a th o lo g ie d e s H ip p o k ra te s d ie b e k a n n te n v ie r  

S ä f te  z u r  G ru n d la g e  d e r E ig e n s c h a f te n  u n d  E rs c h e in u n g e n  d e s m e n s c h 

lic h e n  K ö rp e rs m a c h te , s o k n ü p f te  s ic li h ie ra n  e in e e in lä s s lic h e B e -
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u r th e ilm ig  d e r p a th o lo g is c h e n  V o rg ä n g e , a b e r je n e G ru n d la g e s e lb s t  

b e ru h te a u f e in e r b e fa n g e n e n  v o rg e fa s s te n  M e in u n g , w e lc h e m it d e r  

jo n is c h e n N a tu rp h ilo s o p h ie z u s a m m e n h in g . O d e r w e n n d ie A lc h y -  

m is te n b e i ih re n E x p e r im e n te n d ie  je w e ilig e S te llu n g  d e r G e s tirn e  

a ls e in e n  e n ts c h e id e n d e n  F a c to r b e iz o g e n , s o w a r d ie s s g e w is s e in  

k r it is c h e s M o tiv , a b e r u n le u g b a r e in e a s tro lo g isc h e B e fa n g e n h e it .  

O d e r w e n n  A ris to te le s b e i B e u r th e ilu n g  d e r b e s te h e n d e n  S ta a ts fo rm e n  

d e n  G e g e n s a tz z w is c h e n  R e ic h e n u n d A rm e n a ls M a s s s ta b a n le g te , 

s o w a r d ie s s a c h t h e lle n is c h  g e d a c h t, a b e r e b e n  a u c h  h e lle n is c h  b e 

fa n g e n . O d e r w e n n w ir d e r K ritik g e d e n k e n , w e lc h e v o n fa n a ti-  

s ir te n  P a r te ie n  b e z ü g lic h  d e r R e g ie ru n g s h a n d lu n g e n g e ü b t w ird , s o  

w ird  N ie m a n d  d a ra n  z w e ife ln , d a s s e s K rit ik  s e i, w o h l a b e r M a n c h e r  

f ra g e n , v o n  w e lc h e r le i  A r t s ie s e i. O d e r w e n n  z . B . B e n tle y  a n  e in e  

b e k a n n te S te lle d e s H o ra tiu s , w o v o n d e m  v o llg e f re s se n e n  F u c h s e , 

w e lc h e r a u s d e r K o rn k a m m e i' n ic h t e n tw e ic h e n  k a n n , d ie R e d e is t , 

d e n  M a s s s ta b  d e r N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f t a n le g te , s ta tt a n d ie R e in e k e 

S a g e z u d e n k e n , u n d  d e m n a c h  „ n ite d u la “ s o fo r t a n  S te lle  d e s h a n d 

s c h r if t l ic h e n „ v u lp e c u la “ in  d e n  T e x t s e tz te , s o  w a r d ie s s s e ite n s d e s  

b e rü h m te n  K ritik e rs e in e h ö c h s t b e fa n g e n e K ritik . '

A u s d e r S tu fe d e r U n m itte lb a rk e it a b e r tr i t t s o d a n n  d a s B e -

*

u r th e ile n  h in a u s in  d ie F ü lle d e r m a n ig fa lt ig e n  E in z e ln h e it . u n d in  

d ie s p e c ia lis ir te E rs c h e in u n g s w e is e d e s g e s a m m te n T h a ts ä c h  l ie h e n , 

u m  a ls e in „ B e u r th e ile n  d e s In d iv id u e lle n “ e in e rs e its e in v o r lä u f ig  

e r fa s s te s  A llg e m e in e s m it a lle m  irg e n d  s u b s u m irb a re n  B e s o n d e re n  z u  

v e rg le ic h e n  u n d  a n d e re rs e its h ie b e i d ie s e M o m e n te d e r B e s o n d e rh e it  

u n te r s ic h g e g e n s e it ig  b e z ü g lic h ih re r S u b s u m p tio n u n te r (b is A ll

g e m e in e  z u  v e rg le ic h e n . H ie d u rc h  b e fre it s ic h  d a s  B e u r th e ile n  v o n  d e r  

o b ig e n  in  d e r S u b je c tiv itä t lie g e n d e n  S c h ra n k e , u n d  a u c h d e r je n ig e , 

w e lc h e r m it g e n ia le m  B lic k e e in e n ric h tig e n a llg e m e in e n M a s s s ta b  

a n te c ip ir te , m u s s s e in e Id e e  je n e m  p rü fe n d e n  V e rfa h re n  a n h e im g e b e n , 

w e lc h e s  d u rc h  e in e n  m ö g lic h s t re ic h e n  S c h a tz  d e s  e in sc h lä g ig e n  E in z e ln e n  

d e n  a n g e le g te n  M a s s s ta b  s e lb s t e n tw e d e r z u  b e w ä h re n  o d e r u n te r U m 

s tä n d e n  z u  c o rr ig ire n , ja  s o g a r a b z u w e is e n  v e rm a g . S o  lie g t d ie s e  S tu fe

f
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d e s B e u rth e ile n s je d e m  „ E x p e r im e n te “ z u  G ru n d e , u n d w e n n  e s a u c h  

a ls  u n g e w ö h n lic h  e rs c h e in e n  m a g , e b e n  d ie s e s  W o rt in  e in e m  d e r  N a tu r 

w is s e n s c h a f t e n ts p re c h e n d e n S in n e a u f d ie p h ilo lo g is c h -h is to r is c h e  

F o rs c h u n g a n z u w e n d e n , s o is t d o c h  th a ts ä c h lic h d a s M o tiv  d e s B e 

u r th e ile n s in  b e id e n  G e b ie te n d e ra r tig d a s g le ic h e , d a ss n u r e in  

W o rts tre it ü b r ig b lie b e , w e lc h e r a u s s e rd e m  a n S c h ä rfe e in b ü ss e n  

k ö n n te , w e n n  m a n  d a s W o rt „ V e rs u c h “ w ä h le n  w ü rd e . E s h a n d e lt  

s ic h  s te ts u m  e in E rp ro b e n , o b d ie s e s o d e r je n e s A llg e m e in e in  

d ie s e r o d e r je n e r c o n c re t a u f tre te n d e n E rs c h e in u n g s ic h b e w ä h re , 

u n d  z u  d ie s e m  B e h u fe s in d  d ie e in z e ln e n  F a c to re n  d e s o f t s e h r v e r 

w ic k e lte n  A u ftre te n s z u  is o lire n u n d d a n n s e lb s t w ie d e r in ih re n  

m ö g lic h e n  V a r ia tio n e n  z u r b e u r th e ile n d e n  V e rg le ic h u n g  b e iz u z ie h e n , 

s o d a s s b e i S a m m lu n g u n d P rü fu n g d e r s o g e n a n n te n U m s tä n d e

s te ts d ie B e z u g s e tz u n g a u f d a s in S ic h t g e n o m m e n e A llg e m e in e  

le b e n d ig b le ib t, w o b e i in s b e s o n d e re b e z ü g lic h d e s C a u sa lz u s a m m e n -  

h a n g e s d a s V e rfa h re n d e r s o g . s u c c e s s iv e n  A u s s c h lie s s u n g d e r e in 

z e ln e n  U m s tä n d e v o n  g rö s s te m  B e la n g e fü r d ie  E rp ro b u n g  is t . A u c h  

k o m m e n b e i d ie s e m  B e u rth e ile n d e s In d iv id u e lle n w ie d e r a ll je n e  

lo g is c h e n  M o m e n te z u r  G e ltu n g , a u f w e lc h e o b e n  b e z ü g lic h d e s  V e r

s te h e n s d e s In d iv id u e lle n h in g e w ie s e n w u rd e , n e m lic h s a c h g e m ä s s e  

B e ja h u n g o d e r V e rn e in u n g , A llg e m e in g ü ltig k e it d e r U rth e ile o d e r  

B e s c h rä n k u n g d e rse lb e n , d ie M o d a litä te n d e r M ö g lic h k e it u n d d e r  

N o th w e n d ig k e it , d ie  U m k e h ru n g  u n d  d ie  re c ip ro c a b le n  U r th e ile  u . s . f . 

a l le fo rm a le n  G e s e tz e d e r L o g ik . V ie lle ic h t d ü rf te n w ir n ic h t a u f  

W id e rs p ru c h  s to s s e n , w e n n  w ir m e in e n , d a s s d ie s o e b e n  z u r C h a ra k 

te r is t ik  d ie s e r S tu fe d e s B e u r th e ile n s g e w ä h lte n  A u s d rü c k e f I s o lire n , 

V a r iire n , s u c c e s s iv e s A u s sc h lie s se n ) e b e n so s e h r v o n  d e r M e th o d e d e s  

p h ilo lo g is c h -h is to r is c h e n  F o rs c h e rs w ie v o n  d e m  V e rfa h re n  d e s V e r

tre te rs d e r N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f t g e lte n . A u c h e rs te re r s u c h t a u s e in e m  

m e h r o d e r w e n ig e r v e rw ic k e lte n  A u f tre te n  s e in e r F o rs c h u n g s g e g e n 

s tä n d e , a u s d ic h te r is c h e m  o d e r p ro s a is c h e m  S a tz g e fü g e , a u s G e s ta lte n  

d e r d a rs te lle n d e n  K u n s t, a u s E rz ä h lu n g e n  u n d  U rk u n d e n , a u s R e c h ts 

g e s e tz e n  u n d  w ir th s c h a f tl ic h e n  V e rh ä ltn is s e n , a u s R e lig io n s  -  S c h r if te n

I

*
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u n d p h ilo s o p h is c h e n L e h re n d e s w irk lic h W e s e n tlic h e d u rc h b e -  

u r th e ile n d e V e rg le ic h u n g  a lle r F a c to re n u n d a lle r U m s tä n d e z u  e r 

p ro b e n , w o b e i e r d u rc h v ie lfä lt ig e u n d u m s ic h tig e V e rs u c h e z u m  

Z ie le z u  k o m m e n  h o ff t .

3 1  a n  h a t n ic h t m it U n re c h t h ä u f ig  g e n u g  d a s E x p e r im e n t d e s  

N a tu r fo rs c h e rs a ls e in e v e rn ü n f tig e F ra g e b e z e ic h n e t, z u d e re n  B e 

a n tw o r tu n g  d u rc h m e n s c h lic h e  M a s sn a h m e n d ie  V o rg ä n g e d e r N a tu r  

s e lb s t u n d d ie N a tu rk rä f te h e ra u s g e fo rd e r t w e rd e n ; u n d m a n  k a n n  

s o in  d e r T h a t s a g e n , d a s s in  g e w is s e m  S in n e a u c h u n e rg re ifb a re  

N a tu rw e s e n , w ie d ie S o n n e o d e r F ix s te rn e o d e r K o m e te n  e b e n s o z u  

G e g e n s tä n d e n  e in e s  E x p e r im e n te s g e m a c h t w e rd e n  (S p e c tra l-A n a ly se ) , 

w ie d ie u n s z u g ä n g lic h e re n  a n o rg a n isc h e n  W e se n . A b e r m a n  d a rf  

n ic h t ü b e rs e h e n , d a s s a lle b e i d e n  V e rs u c h e n  a u f tre te n d e n  E rs c h e in 

u n g e n n ic h t e tw a s o g e n a n n te re in e T h a tsa c h e n s in d , s o n d e rn v o n  

e in e m  b e o b a c h te n d e n  F o rs c h e r e rfa s s t w e rd e n  m ü s se n , d e s sg l  e ic h e n  

d a s s a u c h d ie M a ss n a h m e n , V o rk e h ru n g e n  u n d  In s tru m e n te , w e lc h e  

z u  E x p e r im e n te n d ie n e n , n ic h t e tw a in a b s o lu te r V o llk o m m e n h e it 

a n g e w e n d e t w e rd e n k ö n n e n . U n d w e n n a u c h in e in ig e n  Z w e ig e n  

d ie M a th e m a tik  s e it L a m b e r t u n d  L a p la c e h ilf re ic h  b e is p ra n g  d u rc h  

e in e  s p e c ie lle  M e th o d e , n a c h  w e lc h e r  d ie  u n v e rm e id lic h e n  B e o b a c h tu n g s 

fe h le r m ö g lic h s t c o rr ig ir t o d e r e lh u in ir t w e rd e n , s o  is t d e n n o c h  e in e  

so z u  n e n n e n d e re in e a b s o lu te  O b je c tiv itä t ü b e rh a u p t n ic h t e rre ic h 

b a r . s o n d e rn d a s g e is tig e A u g e d e s E x p e r im e n ta to rs , w e lc h e r b e i 

d e m  V e rs u c h e d ie b e u r th  e i l  e n d e V e rg le ic h u n g b e th ä tig t , b le ib t fü r  

l ie W is se n s c h a f t d e r e n ts c h e id e n d e F a c to r .

E b e n h ie r in a b e r b e f in d e t s ic h d e r p h ilo lo g is c h -h is to r is c h e

F o rs c h e r v ö llig  in  d e r g le ic h e n  L a g e , d e n n  w e n n  e r a u c h a lle rd in g s  

n ic h t z u b e w irk e n  v e rm a g , d a ss s e in e F o rs c h u n g s -G e g e n s tä n d e v o n

s ic h s e lb s t a u s v a r iire n d e V o rg ä n g e u n d  E rs c h e in u n g e n  e n tw ic k e ln ,
■

w e lc h e d a n n d e r B e u r th e ilu n g u n te r lie g e n , s o is t e s ja e r s e lb s t , 

w e lc h e r d u rc h d ie U m s ic h t v e rg le ic h e n d e r Z u s a m m e n s te llu n g d a s  

T h a tsä c h lic h e g le ic h s a m  z u m  S p re c h e n b r in g t, in d e m  e r d ie U m 

s tä n d e v a r iir t , d ie in d iv id u e lle n E rs c h e in u n g e n is o lir t u n d w ie d e r

t



 

vj —r

n a c h  a n d e re r R ic h tu n g c o m b in ir t u n d d e n  w irk lic h e n  C a u s a lz u s a m - 

m e n h a n g  d u rc h  s u c c e s s iv e s  A u ss c h lie s se n  a n d e rw e itig e r M ö g lic h k e ite n  

z u  e rfa s s e n  b e m ü h t is t . S o s te ll t a u c h  d ie s e r F o rs c h e r V e rs u c h e a n . 

W e n n  m a n  z . B . e rp ro b t, w e lc h e g r ie c h is c h e n  W o rte m it d e m  s o g . 

a p r iv a tiv u n i z u s a m m e n g e s e tz t s e ie n  u n d  b e i F o r ts e tz u n g  d ie s e s  V e r

s u c h e s e n td e c k t, d a s s k e in  V e rb u m  d ie s e Z u s a m m e n s e tz u n g e rfä h r t  

(so n d e rn  z . B . a < J 7 x « o  v o n  « d /x o s ; h e rk o m m t u . s . f .) , u n d  d e s  W e ite re n

b e i W ie d e rh o lu n g d ie s e s E x p e r im e n te s a m  L a te in is c h e n u n d a m
_ _ _ 1 _
D e u ts c h e n  z u  d e m  g le ic h e n  E rg e b n is s e g e la n g t, o d e r w e n n m a n  z . B . 

d u rc h  V e rg le ic h u n g  s ä m m tlic h e r e in s c h lä g ig e r  S te lle n  d e r h o m e r is c h e n  

G e s ä n g e d ie  F ra g e z u  b e a n tw o r te n  s u c h t, o b  w irk lic h  z w is c h e n  e in e m

c o n s e c u tiv u m  u n d e in e m  « p a c o n te m p la tiv u m  z u u n te rs c h e id e n

s e i, s o  is t in  b e id e n  F ä lle n  e in e B e u r th e ilu n g  d e s In d iv id u e lle n  g e ü b t
_ *

w o rd e n , w e lc h e in ih re r m e th o d isc h e n  F u n c tio n  je n e n V e rs u c h e n  

g le ic h s te h t, d u rc h w e lc h e z . B . d e i ’ R ü b e n z u c k e r g e fu n d e n  w u rd e  

o d e r z . B . d ie b io lo g isc h e n  W e rth e d e r m e n s c h lic h e n  N a h ru n g s s to f fe  

u n te rs c h ie d e n  w e rd e n . A u c h d e r P h ilo lo g e u n d d e r H is to r ik e r b e 

g n ü g e n s ic h n ic h t d a b e i, d ie e in fa c h e n  s o g . T h a ts a c h e n e tw a b lo s s  

h in z u n e h m e n , d a s s e in  S c h r if ts tü c k  o d e r je d e e in z e ln e  S te lle  d e s se lb e n  

ü b e r lie fe r t is t u n d in  d ie s e r o d e r je n e r F o rm  v o rh e g t o d e r d a s s e in  

K u n s t-E rz e u g n is s ä lte re r Z e it a u fg e fu n d e n  w u rd e ; a u c h s ie m a n ip u -  

l ire n  u n d e x p e r im e n tire n m it ih re n  O b je c te n . W e n n  z . B . b e i V e r

g le ic h u n g  d e s In h a lte s e in e r S c h r if t m it d e r ü b r ig e n  Z e it-U m g e b u n g  

d e rs e lb e n s ic h z e ig t, d a s s in ih r E re ig n is s e u n d D in g e e rw ä h n t 

w e rd e n , w e lc h e in  d e r a n g e b lic h e n  E n ts te h u n g s z e it d e rs e lb e n n o c h  

n ic h t b e s ta n d e n , s o m ü s s e n m a n ig fa c h e V e rs u c h e g e m a c h t ^ w e rd e n , 

u m  m ö g lic h s t e in e n te rm in u s a n te q u e m  n o n u n d v ie lle ic h t a u c h  

e in e n  te rm in u s p o s t q u e m  n o n fe s tz u s te lle n . O d e r w e n n m a n  z . B . 

d ie  e rh a lte n e n  T ra g ö d ie n  d e s E u r ip id e s u n te r s ic h  u n d  m it d e m  a ll

g e m e in e n  lite ra r is c h e n  C h a ra k te r ih re s  V e rfa s s e i-s v e rg le ic h t, s o  w ird  

m a n  g e w is s d u rc h  d ie  E ig e n th ü m lic h k e ite n  d e r T ra g ö d ie , w e lc h e  d e n  

T ite l R h e s o s trä g t, v e ra n la s s t , n ic h t e tw a n u r e in e V e rg le ic h u n g

d e rse lb e n  m it d e n  E rz e u g n is s e n  d e s  S o p h o k le s z u v e rs u c h e n , s o n d e rn  
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a u c h  a lle irg e n d  e rre ic h b a re n  N o tiz e n  d e r R e ih e n a c h v e rs u c h s w e is e  

m it d e m  R h e so s z u c o m b in ire n , u m  s c h lie s s lic h v ie lle ic h t n u r b e i 

d e m  n e g a tiv e n  E rg e b n is se v e rb le ib e n  z u  m ü s s e n , d a s s  E u r ip id e s  n ic h t 

d e r V e rfa s s e r s e in k a n n . O d e r z . B . w e n n m a n s c h o n frü h e r d e n  

V e rs u c h a n s te ll te , d ie  T e il-S a g e m it e in e r fra p p a n te n  S te lle  b e i S a x o  

G ra m m a tic u s  z u  v e rg le ic h e n , u n d  d a n n  s p ä te r  a u c h  n o rd is c h e  S a g e n  z u r  

b e u r th  e i  le n d e n  V e rg le ic h u n g  b e ig e z o g e n  w u rd e n , s o  e rg a b  s ic h  h ie ra u s  

e in e  E n td e c k u n g , d e re n  R ic h tig k e it je tz t k a u m  m e h r b e s tr i t te n  w ird . 

O d e r w e n n m a n  z . B . in d e n  S tre it ü b e r d ie E n ts te h u n g s z e it d e s

s o g , v ie r te n E v a n g e liu m s d u rc h B e iz ie h u n g d e s M o n ta n is m u s u n d

d e s P a s c h a -S tre ite s L ic h t z u b r in g e n  v e rs u c h te , s o w u rd e u n te r d e n  

v e rsc h ie d e n e n b e re its a n g e s  te i l  te i l E x p e r im e n te n e b e n d ie s e s m e h r

s e it ig a ls e in e n ts c h e id e n d e s a u fg e n o m m e n . In s o lc h e m  S in n e h a t 

ü b e rh a u p t d ie g e s c h ic k te V e rw e r th u n g p a s se n d e r P a ra lle ls te lle n  d ie  

B e d e u tu n g  e in e s V e rs u c h e s , d u rc h  w e lc h e n  v e rm ö g e  e in e r v e rg le ic h e n 

d e n  B e u r th  e i lu n g  e in  A llg e m e in e s s ic h in v e rs c h ie d e n e n  U m s tä n d e n  

e rp ro b t. U n d h ie ra n  lie s s e s ic h  e in  F a d e n  a n s p in n e n , w e lc h e r w ie d e r  

z u  d e n  N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f te n  h in ü b e r z u  le ite n  v e rm ö c h te : d e n n  a u c h  

d ie N a tu r s p r ic h t z u u n s in  T a u se n d e n v o n  P a ra lle ls te lle n , w e lc h e  

d e m  B e u r th e ile n  d e s In d iv id u e lle n  a n h e im  fa lle n  u n d  z a h lre ic h  d u rc h  

V e rs u c h e b e ig e s c h a ff t w e rd e n .

D u rc h  d ie F ü lle a b e r d e s m a n ig fa lt ig e n  In d iv id u e lle n  w ird d a s  

B e u r th e ile n b e fä h ig t, s ic h z u s e in e r d r it te n  S tu fe z u e rh e b e n , a u f  

w e lc h e r e s d a s A llg e m e in e a ls d a s w a h rh a f t A n g e m e s s e n e u n d h ie 

m it a ls d a s H e rz u s te lle n d e u n d  S e in s o lle n d e o d e r a ls d ie b le ib e n d e

R e g e l a u s sp r ic h t u n d a u fs te ll t , ein Höhepunet des Beurtheilens,

w e lc h e r in  b e d e u tsa m s te r W e is e d e m  Z u s ta n d e k o m m e n d e r W is s e n 

s c h a f t d ie n t, a b e r n o c h n ic h t, d ie fe r tig  g e s te ll te W is s e n s c h a f t s e lb s t  

is t , d e n n  le tz te re b e s te h t, w ie a ls b a ld  s c h lie s s lic h  s ic h e rg e b e n  w ird , 

in d e r d u rc h d r in g e n d s te n V e re in ig u n g d e s B e u r th e ile n s u n d d e s  

V e rs te h e n s . D u rc h d ie h ö c h s te S tu fe d e s B e u r th e ile n s w ird a u f  

G ru n d d e r v o ra n g e h e n d e n S tu fe e in A llg e m e in e s g e s e tz t , w e lc h e s  

a ls a n g e m e ss e n e in e m  w e ite re n b e tre f fe n d e n Z u s a m m e n h ä n g e s ic h
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e in fü g e n  s o ll , d . h . e s is t d ie s s d a s S ta d iu m  d e r „ H y p o th e s e “ , w e lc h e  

n ie e in e b lo s se K u n d g e b u n g e in e r u n m itte lb a r in s tin c tiv g e fa s s te n  

Id e e is t , s o n d e rn a u f m e h rfa c h e r v o rh e rg e g a n g e n e r P rü fu n g d e r  

in d iv id u e lle n  E rsc h e in u n g sw e is e n d e s A llg e m e in e n b e ru h t u n d v o n  

d e r s ic h e re n  Z u v e rs ic h t b e g le ite t is t , d a s s d u rc h  fo lg e r ic h tig e  D u rc h 

fü h ru n g  s ic h  a lls e it ig e B e w a h rh e itu n g  e rg e b e n  m ü s s e . E s w ä re s o 

n a c h  th ö r ic h t, w e n n m a n  g la u b e n  w ü rd e , irg e n d  e in e w is se n s c h a f t

lic h e  A n n a h m e o d e r  B e h a u p tu n g  s c h o n  d a d u rc h  e rfo lg re ic h  b e k ä m p ft  

o d e r b e s e it ig t z u h a b e n , d a s s m a n s ie a ls e in e H y p o th e s e k e n n 

z e ic h n e t, u n d g e ra d e d ie tü c h tig s te n u n d b e s o n n e n s te n F o rs c h e r  

w e rd e n b e i A u fs te llu n g e in e r H y p o th e s e d a s B e w u s s ts e in in s ic h  

tra g e n u n d a u s d rü c k lic h a u s s p re c h e n , d a s s s ie v o re rs t d u rc h  e in e  

H y p o th e s e e in e n  C o m p le x  d e r T h a ts a c h e n  o d e r E rs c h e in u n g e n  z u e r 

k lä re n  v e rsu c h e n . D ie F ra g e s o w o h l fü r d e n  U rh e b e r a ls a u c h  fü ro

d e n B e u rth e ile r e in e r H y p o th e s e k a n n n u r s e in , o b d ie s e lb e s ic h  

w o h l in je d e r R ic h tu n g b e w ä h re n w e rd e . E s w a re n  ja z . B , d ie  

N e w to n ’s c h e n  G e se tz e  z u r Z e it , a ls s ie  z u m  e rs te n  M a le a u s g e s p ro c h e n  

w u rd e n , in  d e r T h a t n u r e in e H y p o th e s e , w a s s ie fre ilic h  je tz t fü r  

u n s lä n g s t n ic h t m e h r s in d , n a c h d e m  s ie s ic h a ls u n b e d in g t n o th -  

w e n d ig e rw ie s e n h a b e n . A lle H y p o th e s e n b e ru h e n a u f d e r k a u m  

m e h r b e s tre itb a re n , s o n d e rn  a ls b e w ä h r t g e lte n d e n I r - u n d  G ru n d -  

H y p o th e s e , d a s s ü b e rh a u p t in  d e n  u n s z u g ä n g lic h e n  W is s e n s o b je c te n  

e in a llg e m e in e r g e s e tz m ä s s ig e r Z u s a m m e n h a n g b e s te h e u n d v o m  

m e n s c h lic h e n  D e n k e n  e rfa s s t w e rd e n  s o lle , u n d s o s e tz t je d e H y p o 

th e s e v e rsu c h s w e is e in E rw a r tu n g s ie g re ic h e r B e g la u b ig u n g e in e n  

s o lc h e n  Z u s a m m e n h a n g a n irg e n d e in e r g rö s se re n o d e r k le in e re n  

G ru p p e d e s E in z e ln e n . U n d in d e m  e in s o lc h e r a n g e m e s se n e r Z u 

s a m m e n h a n g a ls n e u g e w o n n e n e s E rg e b n is s d e r d e n k e n d e n B e - 

u r th e ilu n g  d e m  Z u s ta n d e e in e r u r th e ils lo s e n u n d n a iv e n  D e n k w e is e  

g e g e n ü b e r tr i t t , m it w e lc h e r a u c h e in z u s a m m e n h a n g s lo s e s C h a o s  

o d e r e in e d ire c te U n g e re im th e it g e d u ld ig h in g e n o m m e n w ird , e r

s c h e in t d ie H y p o th e s e a u c h a ls d ie B a s is a lle r s o g . K ritik d e s  

A e c h te n u n d d e s U n ä c h te n . N ic h ts is t u n ä c h t, s o b a ld m a n d a s
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A e c h te , d . h . d e n  ä c h te n  Z u s a m m e n h a n g w e is s ; a u c h d e r g a llis ir te  

W e in  is t d a s , w a s e r is t: u n ä c h t w ird  e r n u r d u rc h  d ie E tiq u e tte ;  

d ie m itte la lte r lic h e S c h r if t „ D e re g im in e p r in c ip u m “ is t d a s ä c h te  

E rz e u g n is s d e s A e g id iu s R o m a n u s , u n d u n ä c h t w u rd e s ie d a d u rc h , 

d a s s m a n s ie a ls e in W e rk d e s T h o m a s v o n A q u in o e tiq u e tt ir te . 

A u f G ru n d b e s tim m te r A n z e ic h e n u n d A n k n ü p fu n g s p u n c te im  U n 

e c h te n w ird d e r w a h rh a f t a n g e m e s s e n e Z u s a m m e n h a n g  v o re rs t a ls  

H y p o th e s e e rfa s s t , w e lc h e d u rc h  a lls e it ig e  D u rc h lü h ru n g  z u r w is se n 

s c h a f tl ic h e n  G e w is s h e it w ird . S o is t je d e s o g . p h ilo lo g is c h e  C o n je c tu r  

w e s e n tlic h e in e H y p o th e s e , w e lc h e d e m  g e fo rd e r te n ric h tig e n Z u -  

s a m m e n h a n g e z u g e n ü g e n  s u c h t.

J e d e H y p o th e s e b e ru h t a u f d e r v o rh e rg e g a n g e n e n  T h ä tig k e it  

je n e s B e u r th e ile n s , w e lc h e s a u f H e rs te llu n g  d e s w a h rh a f t A n g e m e s 

se n e n g e r ic h te t is t , h in g e g e n  a lle K ritik  d e s A e c h te n u n d d e s U n 

ä c h te n  k a n n  s o w o h l u n te r U m s tä n d e n z u e in e r p o s it iv e n  H y p o th e s e  

fü h re n , w e lc h e ih re r b e fr ie d ig e n d e n  E in fü g u n g  in  d e n  C o n ip le x e in e r  

W is se n s c h a f t h a rr t , a ls a u c h  u n te r a n d e re n  U m s tä n d e n e s b e i d e m  

N a c h w e is e d e r U n a n g e m e ss e n h e it b e w e n d e n  la s s e n , in d e m  e n tw e d e r  

in  F o lg e d e s s e lb e n  e in  fü r a lle  D e n k e n d e b e re its s e lb s tv e rs tä n d lic h e r  

R e s t d e s  A n g e m e s se n e n  v e rb le ib t , w e lc h e r n ic h t e rs t d e r  F o rm u l  iru n g  

e in e r H y p o th e s e b e d a rf , o d e r a b e r d a s d e m  B e u r th e ile n  z u g ä n g lic h e  

M a te r ia l n ic h t h in re ic h t, u m  d a s p o s it iv  A n g e m e s s e n e v e rsu c h s w e is e  

a u s z u s p re c h e n . M a n b e g e h t e in  U n re c h t, w e n n m a n  d ie K ritik  d e s  

A e c h te n u n d U n ä c h te n a ls e in e le d ig lic h n e g a tiv e b e z e ic h n e t o d e r  

g a r a ls e in e n u r z e rs tö re n d e s c h m ä h t, d e n n in s o fe rn e d ie s e lb e z e r -
CT '

s tö re n d  g e g e n  D e n k fa u lh e it u n d  A b e rg la u b e n  w irk t, w ird  d ie s w o h l 

k e in  D e n k e n d e r im  E rn s te  b e k la g e n , u n d  in s o fe rn e s ie o f t z u ih re m  

B e d a u e rn s ic h a u f d ie b lo s s e A b w e is u n g d e s U n a n g e m e s se n e n b e 

s c h rä n k e n  m u s s , le is te t s ie  d o c h  d u rc h  d ie  E n tla s tu n g  v o n  e in e m  h e m 

m e n d e n  u n d  v e rw ir re n d e n  W ü s te  d e m  B e tr ie b e  d e r  W is s e n s c h a f t e in e n  

w irk lic h e n  p o s it iv e n  D ie n s t. D a s B e u r th e ile n , w e lc h e s  im  K a m p fe  g e g e n  

d a s U n a n g e m e ss e n e d e m  A n g e m e s se n e n z u m  S ie g e v e rh e lfe n w ill ,  

d . h . m it E in e m  W o rte d ie  K rit ik  b e ja h t o d e r v e rn e in t d ie E x is te n z -

I
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B e re c h tig u n g , u n d d ie s s b e id e s is t e in e fru c h tb r in g e n d e L e is tu n g , 

d e n n  a u s s c h lie s s lic h  n u r z u b e ja h e n , is t d e in  M e n sc h e n  e in m a l n ic h t 

g e g e b e n . W e n n  z . B . d ie  n e u e re u n d  n e u e s te  M a th e m a tik , in  w e lc h e r  

a u s d rü c k lic h  v o n e in e r n ic h t-e u k lid is c h e n G e o m e tr ie d ie R e d e is t, 

ü b e r e in e d e m  M e n sc h e n -W e s e n a n k le b e n d e D e te rm in a tio n h in a u s 

g re if t u n d  d ie  B e re c h tig u n g  d e r a u s sc h lie s s lic h e n  D re iz a h l d e r R a u m 

D im e n s io n e n  b e s tre ite t , is t s ie z u r  H y p o th e s e m e h rfa c h  a u s g e d e h n te r  

K ö rp e r o d e r e in e s R a u m e s v o n n  D im e n s io n e n  g e la n g t, e in e r H y p o 

th e s e , w e lc h e w o h l g e g e n w ä r tig n o c h ih re B e k ä m p fe r f in d e t, a b e r  

ih re r s ie g re ic h e n B e w ä h ru n g e n tg e g e n s e h e n d ü rf te . K ritik  w a r e s , 

d u rc h  w e lc h e z . B . d ie  E x is te n z -B e re c h tig u n g  e in e s P h lo g is to n s , e in e s  

L e b e n s -F lu id u m s , o d e r h in w id e ru m  d e s B e g r if fe s „ H e x e “ , d e r F o lte r  

u n d  d e s In q u is it io n s p ro c e s s e s , d e s Z u n f tz w a n g e s u n d  d e r s o g . R e a l

R e c h te b e se it ig t u n d  v e rn e in t w u rd e ; K ritik  h a t a n  S te lle d e r in d i

v id u e lle n  P e rsö n lic h k e it e in e s H o m e ro s d ie H o m e rid e n g e se tz t u n d  

e in e A n z a h l p la to n is c h e r u n d a r is to te lis c h e r S c h r if te n a ls u n ä c h t

n a c h g e w ie s e n , o h n e d ie w irk lic h e n  V e rfa s s e r d e rse lb e n b e n e n n e n  z u  

k ö n n e n ; d e r K ritik  u n te r lie g t h e u tz u ta g e d ie B e re c h tig u n g  d e s B e 

g r if fe s „ A to m “ o d e r d e s B e g r if fe s „ im p o n d e ra b le M o le c ü le “ e b e n s o 

s e h r w ie d ie B e re c h tig u n g d e r T o d e s s tra fe o d e r d e s D u e lle s o d e r  

d ie B e a n tw o r tu n g  d e r G e fä n g n is s -F ra g e o d e r d ie C o n tro v e rs e ü b e r  

in d ire c te S te u e r u . s . f . D a s w a h rh a f t A n g e m e s se n e , w e lc h e s d u rc h  

d ie H ö h e s tu fe d e s B e u r th e ile n s e rfa s s t u n d a u s g e s p ro c h e n w e rd e n  

s o ll , m u s s d e m  Im p u ls e d e s m e n s c h lic h e n D e n k e n s e n ts p re c h e n , 

w e lc h e r k ra f t d e s id e a le n  S in n e s a u f A llg e m e in g ü ltig k e it u n d N o th -  

w e n d ig k e it g e r ic h te t is t , u n d e s w ird  d a h e r d a s k r it is c h e V e rfa h re n  

in  je d e r W is se n s c h a f t m it m ö g lic h s te r U m s ic h t u n d  E rw ä g u n g  a lle r  

E v e n tu a li tä te n  u n d  a lle r E in z e ln -F o lg e ru n g e n  g e ü b t w e rd e n  m ü s s e n , 

d a m it s c h lie s s lic h  d a s v o r lä u f ig  g e w o n n e n e u n d a ls H y p o th e s e a u f

tre te n d e  A llg e m e in e in  d e n  G e s a m m tz u s a m  m e n  h a n g  d e r W is s e n s c h a f t  

b is h in e in in d ie g le ic h fa lls k r it is c h z u b e n r tl ie ile n d e n P rin c ip ie n  

d e rse lb e n s ic h e in fü g e n k ö n n e . H ie r in a b e r lie g t d e r U e b e rg a n g  

z u r a b s c h lie s s e n d e n  rü c k v e rm itte lte n  G e s ta ltu n g  d e r W is s e n s c h a f t .

i
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E s w ird  g e w is s n ic h t b e s tr i t te n  w e rd e n , d a s s je d e W is s e n sc h a f t 

b e m ü h t is t , a n d e m  v o n ih r b e h a n d e lte n  G e g e n s tä n d e e in  in n e r lic h  

W e s e n tlic h e s , P r in c ip ie lle s , a ls d a s d e n  g a n z e n  b e tre f fe n d e n  U m k re is  

b e h e rrs c h e n d e  d u rc h z u fü h re n  u n d  h ie d u rc h  s y s te m a tis c h e n  Z u s a m m e n -V

h a n g a ls e in d e n E rk e n n tn is s tr ie b  b e fr ie d ig e n d e s E rg e b n is s a u fz u -

w e is e n . W e d e r N e u g ie rd e n o c h e in eo b lo s t- B  e ie h r  u n  e r

s te h e n a u f d e r H ö h e d e r W is se n s c h a f t , s o n d e rn  je n e r id e a le S in n , 

d e r n ic h t ru h t, b is e r d e m  C o n tin u itä ts - Im p u ls e  m itte ls t V e rfo lg u n g  

e in e s e in h e it l ic h a llg e m e in e n F a d e n s g e n ü g t h a t. E in e M e n g e g u te ro  o o  o o

R e is e b e s c h re ib u n g e n o d e r g e s c h ic h tl ic h e r E rz ä h lu n g e n  e n th a lte n  w o h l 

r ic h tig e  w is se n s c h a f tl ic h e  T h a ts a c h e n , k ö n n e n  a b e r  n ic h t a ls  W is s e n s c h a f tO  '

b e z e ic h n e t w e rd e n ; d e r B e s u c h e in e s z o o lo g is c h e n  G a r te n s u n d d e r  

A n b lic k  e in e s A q u a r iu m s g e b e n fü r d e n k e n d e M e n sc h e n e b e n so s e h r  

m a n ig fa c h e  A n re g u n g u n d B e le h ru n g , w ie d ie L e c tü re d e r S c h ill  e r 

s e h e n  D ra m e n  o d e r d e r B a lla d e n h la n d ’s . a b e r e rs te re s is t e b e n s o 

w e it v o n N a tu rw is s e n sc h a f t e n tfe rn t a ls le tz te re s v o n L ite ra tu r 

g e s c h ic h te , u n d a u c h d e r G y m n a s ia ls c h ü le r , w e lc h e r f le is s ig s t E rg e h -O  7 v 7 O  O

n is s e d e s W is se n s s ic h a n e ig n e t, b e th ä tig t s ic h n ic h t in e in e m  B e -~  7 o

tr ie b e d e r W is s e n s c h a f t . D ie se r lie g t n u r d a r in , d a s s d u rc h  d ieo

’e G ru p p e d e s u n 

s e re m  D e n k e n z u g ä n g lic h e n in s y s te m a tis c h e r O rd n u n g s ic h in  e in  

b e tre ffe n d e s A llg e m e in e s e in fü g t, u n d in d e m  d ie s s v o n e in e m  e in 

z e ln s te n  D e ta il-G e b ie te a n b is h in a u f z u  e in e m  u m fa ss e n d e n  S v s te m e  

d e r P h ilo s o p h ie g ilt , lie g t d a s E n ts c h e id e n d e n ic h t im  Q u a n tita tiv e n , 

s o n d e rn in d e r w is s e n sc h a f tl ic h e n  Q u a litä t , u n d w e n n w ir d a rü b e r  

s p re c h e n  w o lle n , w ie d ie W is s e n s c h a f t ü b e rh a u p t z u S ta n d e k o m m e , 

s o d e n k e n  w ir n ic h t e tw a n u r a n u m fa s s e n d e S v s te m e o d e r w is se n -

E rk e n n tn is s th ä tig k e it e in e g rö s se re

s c h a f tl ic h e L e h rb ü c h e r , s o n d e rn a u c h a n e m g e . w a s m a n in

E in z e ln -G e b ie te n  n a c h ü b lic h e m  S p ra c h g e b ra u c h e e in e W is se n sc h a f t-
H '

l ie h e A rb e it n e n n t.

D ie e rw ä h n te w is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e Q u a litä t a b e r w ird n u r d u rc h  

s te te d u rc h d r in g e n d s te In e in sb ild u n g  d e s V e rs te h e n s u n d d e s  

B e u r th e ile n s e rre ic h t, w e lc h e d e n S c h lu s s s te in d e r M e th o d e n le h re
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o d e r d e r p h ä n o m e n o lo g is c h e n S e ite d e r W is s e n s c h a f ts le h re b ild e t. 

E s w ird k a u m  d ie B e m e rk u n g n o th w e n d ig s e in , d a s s d a s G a n z e  

n ic h t e tw a s o g e m e in t s e i, a ls  o b b e i d e r c o n c re te n  E n ts te h u n g  e in e r  

W is s e n s c h a f t z u e rs t e in ig e  Z e it h in d u rc h  a u s sc h lie s s lic h  n u r d a s  V e r

s te h e n b e th ä tig t u n d h ie ra u f in  e in e r z w e ite n  S p a n n e Z e it n u r d a s  

B e u r th e ile n  in  W irk s a m k e it g e se tz t w e rd e , u m  d a n n  s c h lie s s lic h  e in e n  

d r it te n Z e ita u fw a n d d e m  B e m ü h e n e in e r V e re in ig u n g b e id e r z u  

w id m e n , s o n d e rn w e n n im  O b ig e n d ie m e th o d is c h e T h a t d e s V e r

s te h e n s u n d h ie ra u f je n e d e s B e u r th e ile n s in ih re n E n tw ic k lu n g s 

p h a se n  d a rg e le g t w u rd e n , s o v e rs te h t e s s ic h  v o n  s e lb s t , d a s s d a b e i 

e b e n  d ie g e s o n d e r te B e tra c h tu n g  z w e ie r F u n c tio n e n  a n z u s te lle n  w a r , 

w e lc h e b e im  Z u s ta n d e k o m m e n  d e r W is s e n s c h a f t v o m  e rs te n  S c h r it te

a n  g e g e n s e it ig  s ic h  d ie H a n d  re ic h e n  m ü s s e n . D a s V e rs te h e n  g re if t  

a u s v ie lh e itl ic h  E in z e ln e m  e in  e in h e it l ic h  A llg e m e in e s a u f , u n d d a s  

B e u r th e ile n e n tsc h e id e t d ie S u b s u m p tio n d e s E in z e ln e n u n te r e in

A llg e m e in e s e n tw e d e r o d e r v e rn e in e n d . U n le u g b a r h a t

e rs te re s e in e g e w is se  V e rw a n d ts c h a f t m it d e r In d u c tio n  u n d le tz te re s  

m it d e m  S y llo g is m u s , a b e r e b e n  h ie ra u s is t e rs ic h tl ic h , w ie  u n g e e ig n e t 

e s is t , b e z ü g lic h d e s c o n c re te n  Z u s ta n d e k o m m e n s d e r W is s e n s c h a f t  

In d u c tio n  u n d  D e d u c tio n in e in e n fe in d lic h e n  G e g e n s a tz z u tre ib e n  

u n d  d a s G e b ie t d e r  W is se n s c h a f t in  z w e i H e e r la g e r z u  s p a lte n , d e re n  

e in e s a ls d a s in d u c tiv e m it d e m  s c h m ü c k e n d e n E p ith e to n „ e x a c t“ 

b e e h r t w ird , u m  'd e m  z w e ite n h ie d u rc h s o fo r t d a s G e fü h l s e in e rz

S c h w ä c h e b e iz u b r in g e n o d e r e s e in z u la d e n , a ls U e b e r lä u te r u m  d ie  

B e th e il ig u n g a n d e m  T riu m p h z u g e d e s e rs te re n z u b itte n . A lle r 

d in g s w e n n m a n m it J o h n S tu a r t M ill d ie L e ic h tfe r t ig k e it d e s  

D e n k e n s s o w e it tre ib t , d a s s m a n b e h a u p te t , e s s e ie n  a u c h  d ie a ll-
A

g e m e in s te n  O b e rs ä tz e le d ig lic h  d u rc h  In d u c tio n  g e fu n d e n , s o g ib t e s  

ü b e rh a u p t n u r e in e  in d u c tiv e  W is s e n s c h a f t . A b e r g e ra d e d a s b e lie b te  

B e is p ie l „ A lle M e n s c h e n  s in d  s te rb lic h , C a ju s  is t e in  M e n s c h  u . s . w .“ , 

in  w e lc h e m  s ic h M ill b is z u m  U e b e rd ru s s e d e s L e s e rs b e w e g t, z e ig t  

fü r J e d e n , w e lc h e r n ic h t d ie W is s e n s c h a f t a u s s o g e n a n n te n b lo s s e n  

T h a ts a c h e n  g e w in n e n  z u  k ö n n e n  m e in t, a u fs  D e u tlic h s te , d a s s  in  je n e m
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O b e rs a tz e b e re its in d u c tiv e s u n d d e d u c tiv e s V e rfa h re n v e rf lo c h te n
■

s in d  o d e r n a c h  u n s e re r o b ig e n  A n sc h a u u n g s w e is e , d a s s  e in e rs e its  s c h o n  

b e i d e n  W o rte n „ M e n s c h “ u n d „ s te rb lic h “ d a s V e rs te h e n  e in e s A ll

g e m e in e n  b e th ä tig t is t u n d z u g le ic h  a n d re rs e its d a s B e u r th e ile n  d ie  

S u b s u m p tio n  b e ja h t. K u rz  d ie  p h ilo lo g is c h -h is to r is c h e n  W is se n s c h a f te n  

a rb e ite n n ic h t m in d e r in d u c tiv  u n d  d e d u c tiv , a ls d ie N a tu rw is s e n 

s c h a f te n  d e d u c tiv u n d in d u c tiv th ä tig s in d , u n d d a s G le ic h e g ilt  

a u c h v o n M a th e m a tik u n d P h ilo s o p h ie . D e r tie fe re G ru n d a b e r  

h ie v o n lie g t d a r in , d a s s b e im  c o n c re te n Z u s ta n d e k o m m e n je d e r  

W is s e n s c h a f t e in e s te te In e in s b ild u n g d e s V e rs te h e n s u n d d e s B e 

u r th e ile n s le b e n d ig , is t .

D e r  e rs te  S c h r it t , w e lc h e n  d a s w is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e  V e rfa h re n  m a c h t, 

u m  in  irg e n d  e in e m  U m k re is e e in  P r in c ip ie lle s z u a lls e it ig e r H e rr 

s c h a f t d u rc h z u fü h re n , b e tr if f t h ä u f ig n ic h t s o fo r t d a s P rin c ip ie lle  

s e lb s t , s o n d e rn  s e tz t d e n  H e b e l a n irg e n d e in e m  e in z e ln e n  P u n c te  

m itte ls t d e s V e rs te h e n s u n d  B e u r th e ile n s a n , u m  v o n  h ie r a u s e in e n  

b e n a c h b a r te n  a n d e re n  P u n c t v e rs tä n d n is s  v o ll z u v e rg le ic h e n d e r B e 

u r th e ilu n g  b e iz u z ie h e n , w o ra u s s ic h  b e re its e in  h ö h e re s A llg e m e in e s  

e rg ib t w e lc h e s r ic h tig  v e rs ta n d e n  a b e rm a ls  z u m  k r it is c h e n  M a ss s ta b e  

e in e s w ie d e r e rw e ite r te n  K re is e s n e u  b e i  g e z o g e n e r M o m e n te g e m a c h t 

w ird , u n d  s o fo r t , b is d a s b e i je d e m  d ie s e r S c h r it te e rfa s s te A n 

g e m e s s e n e , w o n ö th ig m it B e s e it ig u n g d e s U n a n g e m e s se n e n , s ic h  

s c h lie s s lic h z u e in e m  A llg e m e in e n v e r tie f t , w e lc h e s in a lle n  B a c h 

g e m ä s s v e rs ta n d e n e n E in z e ln -P u n c te n s e in e B e w ä h ru n g fin d e t u n d  

h ie d u rc h  w ü rd ig 'w ird , a ls P r in c ip  a u s g e sp ro c h e n  z u  w e rd e n . W e n n  

a b e r m it g e n ia le m  B lic k e s o g le ic h b e im  e rs te n  S c h r it te  d u rc h  tie f 

g e h e n d e s V e rs tä n d n is s e in p r in c ip ie ll A llg e m e in e s e rfa s s t w ird , s o  

b le ib t d a ru m  d ie M ü h e n ic h t e rs p a r t , d e n  g a n z e n  b e tre f fe n d e n  U m 

k re is z u  d u rc h s c h re ite n , a n  d e s s e n  e in z e ln e n  P u n c te n s ie b s te ts d a s  

Z u s a m m e n tre f fe n e in e s b e d a c h ts a m e n  V e rs tä n d n is se s u n d e in e r p rü 

fe n d e n  B e u r th e ilu n g . w ie d e rh o lt . 1 )a s Z ie l is t in  b e id e n  F ä lle n  d a s  

g le ic h e , n u r d e r e in g e sc h la g e n e W e g e in v e rs c h ie d e n e r . W e n n d ie  

D u rc h fü h ru n g  e in e s p r in c ip ie ll A llg e m e in e n  im  W e c h s e l  v e rk e h re d e s
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V e rs te h e n s u n d B e u r th e ile n s w irk lic h v o lls tä n d ig u n d a lls e it ig  g e -
O c j* ■

lu n g e n is t . h a t o b ig e s S ta d iu m  d e r H y p o th e s e s e in e U e b e rw in d u n g  

g e fu n d e n , in d e m  d ie s e lb e n u n a ls a llg e m e in g ü ltig e s w is s e n s c h a f t

l ic h e s E rg e b n is s a u f tr i t t .

A lle n  W is s e n s c h a f te n is t d e r e rw ä h n te v e rsc h lu n g e n e W e g g e -O  O  o

m e in s a m . A u c h d ie M a th e m a tik fu s s t a u f e in e m  V e rs tä n d n is s e s e i

e s d e r rä u m lic h e n  E x p a n s io n o d e r d e r z •c e s s io n . s e i e s

d e r e rs te n A x io m e o d e r d e r s in n lic h w a h rn e h m b a re n D ia g ra m m e

d e r G e o m e tr ie ; s o fo r t a b e r k n ü p f t s ic h  a n  d ie s e s  V e rs te h e n  d ie3 v e r

g le ic h e n d e B e u r th e ilu n g  a llg e m e in e r V e rh ä ltn is s e d e r R a u m -G rö s s e n  

u n d  d e r Z a h l-G rö s s e n . V e rh ä ltn is s e , a n  w e lc h e n  G e s e tz e e rfa s s t u n d# l#

v e rs ta n d e n w e rd e n , u m  a n  s ie a b e rm a ls B e u r tl ie ilu n g d e s w a h rh a f t  

A n g e m e s s e n e n a n z u k n ü p fe n . W e n n z . B . B rig g s a ls d e r e rs te e in e  

L o g a r ith m e n -T a fe l b e re c h n e te , s o h a t e r e b e n  d a s V e rs tä n d n is s d e s  

b e tre f fe n d e n  T h e ile s d e r P o te n z e n -L e h re a ls b e u r th e ile n d e n  M a s ss ta b  

a n  d ie Z a h le n re ih e a n g e le g t  , u n d  z . B . a u s d e m  V e rs te h e n d e s s e n , 

w a s e in e F u n c tio n is t , e rg a b s ic h d ie B e u r th e ilu n g  d e r V e rä n d e r

u n g e n , w e lc h e  e in tre te n , fa lls  d ie  in  d e r  F u n c tio n  e n th a lte n e n  v a r ia b le n  

G rö s s e n  w irk lic h  v a r iire n . E b e n s o  in  d e n  N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f te n . W e n n  

z . B . in  d e r A s tro n o m ie a ls P la n e te n  d ie je n ig e n  W e ltk ö rp e r b e z e ic h 

n e t w e rd e n , w e lc h e m it re f le c tir te m  L ic h te le u c h te n , u n d d e m n a c h  

je n e D o p p e ls te rn e , w e lc h e s e lb s tle u c h te n d u m e in e n a u s se rh a lb  

l ie g e n d e n  P u n c t k re is e n , n ic h t d e n  P la n e te n b e ig e z ä h lt w e rd e n , s o  

is t h ie b e i d ie w e c h se ls e it ig e  V e re in ig u n g  d e s V e rs te h e n s u n d  d e s B e 

u r th e ile n s e b e n s o  e rs ic h tl ic h w ie z . B . in  d e r C h e m ie b e im  D a lto n -  

s c h e n  A e q u iv a le n tg e s e tz e . O d e r w e n n in d e m  G e b ie te d e r p h ilo 

lo g is c h -h is to r is c h e n  W is se n s c h a f te n z . B . e rk a n n t w u rd e , d a ss d ie  

B e d e n , w e lc h e T h u k v d id e s s e in e m  G e s c h ic h ts w e rk e e in v e r le ib te , n u r7 V

rh e to r is c h e K u n s ts tü c k e d e s s e lb e n  s in d , s o w ird  d a s V e rd ie n s t d ie s e r*
E in s ic h t s ic h w o h l v ö llig g le ic h m ä s s ig a u f d a s V e rs te h e n u n d a u f  

d a s B e u r th e ile n v e r th e ile n . E in a u f d ie v e rs c h ie d e n s te n W is s e n 

s c h a f te n g le ic h m ä s s ig s ic h e rs tre c k e n d e s B e is p ie l d e r In e in sb ild u n g

o
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b e id e r F u n c tio n e n lie g t in d e in  V e rfa h re n  d e r C la s s if ic a tio n , d e n n  

s o w o h l d ie  E in tb e ilu n g s m o tiv e a ls  a u c h  d ie  V e rs u c h e , d ie  E in th e ilu n g s -  

g lie d e r z u s u b o rd in ire n o d e r z u c o o rd in ire n , s e tz e n e in  V e rs te h e n  

v o ra u s , w e lc h e s u n tre n n b a r m it d e in b e u r th e ile n H a n d in H a n d  

g e h e n  m u s s , s e i e s d a s s m a n  z . B . d ie K ra n k h e ite n o d e r z . B . d ieo

R e c h ts n o rm e n o d e r z . B . d ie E rz e u g n is s e d e r L ite ra tu r in E in -  

th e ilu n g s -G ru p p e n  z u b r in g e n  b e m ü h t is t , u n d  e s e rk lä r t s ic h  d a h e r  

a u c h , d a s s d a s E in th e ilu n g s -V e rfa h re n s e lb s t s o h ä u f ig  e in  G e g e n 

s ta n d  d e r C o n tro v e rs e  is t . D e s g le ic h e n  s in d  V e rs te h e n u n d  B e u r th e ile n  

-—  g le ic h v ie lin n ig s t m ite in a n d e r v e rf lo c h te n  b e i je d e r  U n te rs u c h u n g , ■—
■

o b  s ie z . B . e in e li te ra tu rg e s c h ic h tl ic h e o d e r z . B . e in e  p h y s io lo g is c h e  

is t — , d u rc h  w e lc h e  d ie  w irk e n d e n  U m s tä n d e v a r iir t , c o m b in ir t o d e r  

a u s g e s c h lo s e n w e rd e n , d e n n w e n n z . B . M ä n g e l e in e s M ik ro s k o p e «  

o d e r U n le s e r lic h k e it e in e r U rk u n d e d e m  V e rs tä n d n is se  S c h w ie r ig k e ite n  

b e re ite n  o d e r d a s se lb e  d u rc h  S tu m p fs in n  d e s B e o b a c h te rs o d e r  L e ic h t

fe r t ig k e it d e s L e s e rs a u f e in e s c h ie fe B a h n  g e rä th , s o is t a u c h d ie  

V e rw e rth u n g e in e s b e u r th  e i le n d e n  M a s ss ta b e s b e d e n k lic h g e fä h rd e t, 

u n d  u m g e k e h r t w e n n  d ie  S u b s u m p tio n  e in e r b e so n d e re n  E rs c h e in u n g  

u n te r e in  A llg e m e in e s in u n r ic h tig e r W e ise b e ja h t o d e r v e rn e in t is t , 

w e rd e n s ic h h ie ra n n u r M is s v e rs tä n d n is s e b e i d e r w e ite re n  F o r t

fü h ru n g  d e r U n te rs u c h u n g  a n k n ü p fe n  k ö n n e n . A u c h lie s s e s ic h b e 

z ü g lic h  d e s Z u s a m m e n w irk e n s d e r b e id e n  g e is tig e n  T h ä tig k e ite n a ls  

e in  B e isp ie l , d e s s e n  T ra g w e ite  s o fo r t in  d ie A u g e n  s p r in g t, d ie S ta 

t is tik  a n fü h re n , d e re n  W e rth n u r in s o w e it e in  v ö llig  g e s ic h e r te r is t , 

a ls d a s V e rs tä n d n is s d e r E in z e ln -E rs c h e in u n g e n a u f w irk lic h  s a c h -  

g e m ä s s e r s c h a rfe r A b g re n z u n g  b e ru h e n k a n n u n d d ie b e u r th e ile n d e  

S u b s u m p tio n u n te r e in  A llg e m e in e s n a c h a lle n irg e n d e rfa s s b a re n  

R ic h tu n g e n  d u rc h  g e fü h r t is t .

D u rc h V e rs te lle n u n d B e u r th e ile n e rg e b e n s ic h d ie E rk e n n t

n is s e , w e lc h e  b e i D a r le g u n g  e in e r  W is se n s c h a f t ih re  z u s a m m e n h ä n g e n d e  

E n tw ic k lu n g  f in d e n , u n d v ie lle ic h t ir re n w ir n ic h t a llz u w e it a b .

w e n n w ir d ie B e d e u tu n g d e s W o rte s „  E rk e n n e n u d e ra r tig fa s se n ,
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d a s s in  d e m s e lb e n g ru n d s ä tz lic h  d ie v o lls tä n d ig s te In e in sb ild u n g  d e s  

V e rs te h e n s u n d  d e s B e u r th e ile n s g e d a c h t s e i. D u rc h  P ro b le m e s o lle n  

E rk e n n tn is s e h e rv o rg e ru fe n  w e rd e n , u n d H y p o th e s e n  s e tz e n  s ic h  im  

g ü n s tig e n  F a lle in  E rk e n n tn is s e u m ; a u f E rk e n n tn is s is t u n a b lä s s ig  

d e r le b h a f te R u f d e s W is s e n s tr ie b e s g e r ic h te t . fn d e r n e m lic h e n  

W e is e a b e r , in w e lc h e r je d e E in z e ln  -  E rk e n n tn is s g e w o n n e n w ird , 

m u s s a u c h  d e r e in  b e s tim m te s G e b ie t e rs c h ö p fe n d e Z u s a m m e n h a n g  

d e r E rk e n n tn is s e , w e lc h e r a ls e in e W is s e n s c h a f t b e z e ic h n e t w ird , b is
f /

in  e in  le tz te s P r in c ip h in e in d u rc h V e rs te h e n u n d B e u r th e ile n  d e s  

E in z e ln e n  u n d  A llg e m e in e n  e rre ic h t w e rd e n . A u f G ru n d  d e s E rk e n -

n e n s e rw ä c h s t s o d a n n d a s E rk lä re n , u n d m it R e c h t fo rd e r t m a n  

v o n  je d e r W is s e n s c h a f t , d a s s s ie  A lle s , w a s in  ih re m  U m k re is e lie g t, 

fo lg e r ic h tig u n d z u s a m m e n h ä n g e n d z u e rk lä re n  v e rm ö g e . Z w e ife l

lo s w ird  d a , w o e in  E rk e n n e n  n o c h  n ic h t v o r lie g t,, d a s  E rk lä re n  u n 

m ö g lic h  s e in , a b e r m a n d a rf n ic h t u m g e k e h r t s a g e n , d a s s d a , w o  

e in e E rk lä ru n g  n o c h  n ic h t v o r lie g t, d a s E rk e n n e n u n m ö g lic h s e i,

d e n n  s o w o h l in  m a n c h e m  E in z e ln e n a ls in s b e s o n d e re in  d e n  le tz te n  

G ru n d la g e n  v e rb le ib t e in  u n e rk lä rb a re r R e s t  , a n  w e lc h e n  s ic h  d e n 

n o c h  in  re ic h e r E n tfa ltu n g  d a s E rk e n n e n  k n ü p f t . E s s c h e in t z . B . 

n o c h  g e g e n w ä r tig  d e r S c h la f u n e rk lä r t z u  s e in , w e il n ic h t e rk a n n t 

(o b  d ie b e tre f fe n d e n e u e s te  H y p o th e s e s tic h h a lt ig  s e i, w ird  d ie  F a c h 

w is se n s c h a f t e n ts c h e id e n ) , a b e r d ie T h e ra p ie b e n ü tz t v o n  e in e m  g e 

w is se n  P u n c te a n  b e s tim m te E rk e n n tn is s e ; o d e r w ir e rw a r te n  z . B ., 

d a s s d ie N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f t d e re in s t a n  d e r o rg a n is c h e n  Z e lle a u s s e r  

d e m  p h y s io lo g is c h e n  B e fu n d e a u c h  e in e  u rs p rü n g lic h e  m o rp h o lo g isc h e  

D e te rm in a tio n  e rk e n n e n  u n d  in  F o lg e h ie v o n  V ie le s e rk lä re n  w e rd e , 

a b e r w e r w ü rd e d a ru m  d ie je tz t v o r lie g e n d e n  E rk e n n tn is s e v e r

s c h m ä h e n  w o lle n , w e il z u r Z e it e in  n o c h  u n e rk lä r te r P u n c t b e s te h t. 

O d e r ü b e rh a u p t a llg e m e in  d a s  D a se in  d e r S to ffe u n d  K rä f te  im  s in n 

lic h  w a h rn e h m b a re n  U n iv e rs u m  e n tz ie h t s ic h  im  le tz te n  G ru n d e  je d e r  

E rk lä ru n g e b e n so w ie z . B . d ie F ra g e , w ie e s k o m m e , d a s s d e r  

M e n s c h s ic h  v o n  d e n  T h ie re n d u rc h d ie B e g a b u n g e in e s Z e its in n e s
X *
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u n te rs c h e id e , u n d d o c h d ü rf te s ie b a u f d e r le tz te re n u n e rk lä r te n  

T b a tsa c h e d a s g a n z e G e b ä u d e d e r E rk e n n tn is s e a u f  b a u e n la s se n , 

w e lc h e d e n B e fu n d s ä n u n tlic h e r id e a le n Im p u ls e d e r M e n s c h h e it 

z u m  G e g e n s tä n d e h a b e n . K u rz d a s E rk e n n e n , w e lc h e s s ic h a u s  

V e rs te h e n  u n d  B e u rth e ile n  e rg ib t, is t d a s E n ts c h e id e n d e , u n d d a s  

E rk lä re n  fä ll t u n s d a n n , s o w e it e s re ic h t, a ls re ife  F ru c h t v o n  s e lb s t  

in  d e n S c h o s s .

S o is t w is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e E rk e n n tn is » d e r A b s c h lu s s d e r p h ä n o 

m e n o lo g is c h e n  S e ite d e r W iss e n sc h a f ts le h re , u n d d a s z u A n fa n g  e r 

w ä h n te s c h e in b a r h ö c h s t m is s lic h e V e rh ä ltn is» , d a s s d ie A u fs te llu n g
o

e in e s d e f in ito r is c h e n U rth e ils a n d e re b e n a c h b a r te d e f in i  to r is c h e U r

th e ile a ls b e re its v o rh a n d e n  v o ra u s s e tz t u n d  d a b e i z u g le ic h v o n  e b e n  

d ie s e n v o ra u s g e s e tz t w ird , d ü rf te s ic h n u n  in  b e ru h ig e n d e r W e is e  

g e k lä r t u n d  g e lö s t h a b e n . D e n n d ie w is s e n s c h a f tl ic h e U n te rs u c h u n g  

d e s c o n c re te n  Z u s ta n d e k o m m e n s d e r W is s e n s c h a f t ü b e rh a u p t k ö n n te  

g e z e ig t h a b e n , w ie d ie a n  s ic h  s p rö d e u n d z e rfa h re n e M a n ig fa lt ig 

k e it d e s u n s Z u g ä n g lic h e n  a llm ä lig  in  d e n  F lu s s e in e s e in h e it l ic h e n  

Z u s a m m e n h a n g e s g e b ra c h t w ird , s o d a ss u n s n ic h t e in  v e rz w e if lu n g s 

v o lle r K re is la u f v o n d e m  E in e n z u m  A n d e re n u n d w ie d e r v o n

d ie s e m  z u je n e m  tre ib t , s o n d e rn e in s c h r it tw e is e r V e rw irk lic h u n g s 

V o rg a n g z u m  Z ie le d e r W is se n sc h a f t fü h r t . N e m lic h v o m  e rs te n  

S c h r it te a n w ie d e rh o lt s ic h in s te te r E rw e ite ru n g u n d V e rtie fu n g  

v o n  S c h r it t z u S c h r it t d a s r ic h tig e V e rh ä ltn is s . d a s s V e rs te h e n u n d  

B e u r th e ile n  s ic h  im m e r w ie d e r g e g e n s e it ig  a n fa c h e n , in d e m  d a s v e r

s ta n d e n e E in z e ln e n o c h d e r k r it is c h e n B e le u c h tu n g m itte ls t e in e s  

d u rc h g e fü h r te n  A llg e m e in e n  b e d a rf u n d d ie b e u r th e ile n d e  S u b s u m p 

tio n z u r B e th ä tig u n g e in e s a llg e m e in e n V e rs tä n d n is s e s a u ffo rd e r t . 

U n d  s o w e it in  irg e n d  e in e m  G e b ie te , g le ic h v ie l o b d a s s e lb e g rö s se r  

o d e r k le in e r s e i. d ie s e s te te W e c h se lb e z ie h u n g re la tiv  a u s g e g lic h e n  

u n d g le ic h s a m  z u r R u h e g e b ra c h t is t , k a n n  d ie b e tre f fe n d e W is se n 

s c h a f t s ic h m it e in e m  g e w is s e n G e fü h le e in e s b e fr ie d ig e n d e n A b 

s c h lu s s e s a ls fe r tig g e w o rd e n a n b ie te n . In d e m  v e rs c h lu n g e n e n

f
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V e rla u fe a b e r , d u rc h  w e lc h e n s ie z u  S ta n d e k o m m t, v e rb le ib t s ie  

im  E in z e ln e n u n d G a n z e n irr th u m s fä h ig u n d e b e n so v e rv o llk o m - 

m u n g s fä h ig , e rs te re s , w e il je d e r S c h r it t d e s V e rs te h e n s u n d d e s  

B e u r th e ile n s m it d e r S in g u la r itä t d e s fo rs c h e n d e n In d iv id u u m s b e 

h a f te t is t , u n d le tz te re s , w e il b e i je d e m  je n e r S c h r it te  d ie e rfo rd e r 

lic h e B e iz ie h u n g a lle r b e tre f fe n d e n  M o m e n te q u a lita tiv  u n d q u a n ti

ta tiv  s ic h  s te ig e rn  lä s s t .

■H l
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Prantl, C a rl v ., Verstehen und Bcurthcilen. F e s tg a b e  z u m  

D o c to r-J u b ilä u m  d e s H e rrn P ro f . D r. L e o n h . v . S p e n g e l v e r-  

fa s s t . M ü n c h e n , 1 8 7 7 . V e rla g  d . k . b . A k a d e m ie . (V , 3 7 S . 

gr. 4.) JT. 1. ’ ’ 1

Unter intern anfpruchslofen Xitel enthält bie ©elegenheitS* 

fc£>rift be$ ausgezeichneten ©eiehrten unb fefjarffinnigen 3)enferS 

hochft banfenSroertbe ©eiträge $u einer Xfjeorie ber (Erfahrung, 

inbem fie bie oerfchiebenen Stufen beS ©rfennenS oorn un* 

bewußten Aneignen unb Affim ilieren bis ju ben höchften vutffen- 

f ältlichen $enfoperationen rfjarafterifiert unb ihren ©rfennt* 

nißroerth beftimmt. Schon auf ber unterften Stufe wirb 

AüeS irgenbwie „oerftanben", b. h- nichts wirb in feiner ©er* 

eittjelung vom Subjecte erfaßt, fonbern in irgenb meinem 

Sufammenhaitge, wobei natürlich auf SSa^r^eit ober ^rrthum  

beS „©erftänbniffeS* Feine 9tücf ficht genommen wirb, So ift 

fefjon hier ein prinütioeS Allgemeines gegeben, aber baS 

Kriterium be$ richtigen ©erftehenS ift „fachgemäße Attgemein* 

gültigfeitu, ber ^öhepunctbaS ©erflehen beS in bem ©efonberen 

enthaltenen Allgemeinen. Qnfoweit alles ©erflehen ein AU* 

gemeines enthält, berührt eS fich m it bem ©eurtheilen, welches 

in ber ©ergleichung eines ©efonberen mit einem Allgemeinen 

befiehl; teueres aber oerbleibt bie „«Sprungfeber aller ®ritif", 

bah er Siel unb Qbeal aller Sammlung unb ©earbeitung beS 

©efonberen. 2)aS richtige ©eurtheilen muß auS ber Subjectiüi* 

tät heraustreten, fein £ö£jepunct ift bas Allgemeine als bie 

bleibenbe fftegel. $)ie „3?neinSbilbung" bon ©erflehen unb 

©eurtheilen ergiebt baS ©rfennen im wi ff enfeha ft liehen Sinne, 

m it „Allgemeingültigfeit unb Sttothwenbigfeit", „ber Schluß* 

ftein ber ättethobenlehre ober ber pE)änomenofogif<$en Seite ber 

SBiffenfchaftSlehre".

$iefe furje Angabe beS ©anges ber $ebuction fod nicht 

etwa ba^u bienen, baS Stubium ber Schrift $u eiferen, otel* 

mehr nur bie Aufmerffamfeit auf ihre tuiffenfchaftliche ©e*

beutung lenfen. $ie präcife gormulierung in ftetS fignificanten 

unb treffenben AuSbrücfen, bie ftreng methobifche ©ntroicfelung, 

bie logifche ©ebanfenöerfnüpfung, enbtich bie güde 

glüdlich gewählter ©eifpiele aus faft allen ©ebieten beS menfeh* 

liehen SBiffenS bieten eine feltene ©ereinigung oon ©orjügen, 

welche bie Schrift als ein 9flufter Oon fefjarfer unb eleganter 

©eweiSführung erfcheinen läßt So fönnte fie felbft faft ba$u 

Verteilen, baß man eine Ausnahme oon ber aagemeinen SRegel 

ftatuieren möchte, welche ber ©erf. auf S. 20 auffteHt: „baS 

©erflehen fann nicht erzwungen werben, benn ber eine gactor 

beffeiben liegt ftetS in einem inbioibuetten felbfteigenen ©r* 

lebniffe."

£
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A n k ü n d ig u n g
e in e r

z der k. Akademie der
z u r

E rin n e ru n g  ih re s e i u n d  a c h tz e h n te n ;s ia g e s .

D ie k . A k a d e m ie d e r W iss e n s c h a f te n w ird M ittw o c h d e n 2 8 . d s . M ts . V o r

m itta g s 1 1 U h r z u r F e ie r ih re s e in h u n d e r t u n d a c h tz e h n te n  S tif tu n g s ta g e s e in e ö ffe n t

l ic h e S itz u n g h a lte n .

D e r V o rs ta n d  H e rr  S tif ts p ro p s t K e ic h s ra th  D r . v o n  D ö llin g e r  w ird  in  d e r E in le itu n g s 

re d e d e m  S tif te r d e r A k a d e m ie K u rfü rs t M a x  I I I . J o s e p h (■J 3 0 . D e z e m b e r 1 7 7 7 ) , d e s s e n  

h u n d e r tjä h r ig e r T o d e s ta g w ie d e rk e h r t , e in e E rin n e ru n g w e ih e n , u n d d a s P re is -T h e m a v e r

k ü n d e n , w e lc h e s a u f G ru n d e in e r S tif tu n g d e s H e rrn C h r is ta k is H ito s Z o g ra p h o s in  

..z u r F ö rd e ru n g d e s S tu d iu m s d e r g r ie c h isc h e n  S p ra c h e u n d L ite ra tu r“ v o n

d e r A k a d e m ie a u fg e s te ll t w o rd e n is t, w o ra u f n a c h  E h re n e rw ä h n u n g d e r jü n g s t v e rs to rb e n e n  

M itg lie d e r d u rc h d ie H e rre n (J a s se n -S e k re tä re , H e rr O b e rb e rg ra th u n d P ro fe s so r h o n . D r. 

G tim b e l, o rd . M itg lie d d e r m a th .-p h y s . C la s s e ,

„lieber die geognostisehe Durch Forschung Bayerns“

e in e n V o rtra g  h a lte n w ird .

*

M ü n c h e n , a m  2 0 . M ä rz 1 S 7 7

A k a d e m isc h e B u c h d ru c k e re i v o n F . S tra u b .
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